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HEPATITIS B INOCULATIONS

The purpose of this release is to inform staff of the California Health and Safety Code requirements regarding Hepatitis B inoculations and the availability of this and other immunizations for children.  

Effective August 1997, all children are required to have Hepatitis B inoculations (as part of the standard childhood immunization series) prior to entering school.  This includes public or private childcare centers, day nurseries, nursery schools, family day care homes or developmental centers as well as public/private kindergartens.  Effective July 1, 1999, all children entering the 7th grade are required to have Hepatitis B inoculations.  Additionally, children entering the 7th grade are required to have a second measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccination.

DCFS children have access to immunizations through the State Child Health and Disability Prevention Program (CHDP) and Medi-Cal.  Those with CHDP eligibility can obtain free immunizations at County Health clinics or other CHDP providers until age 18.  Children on Medi-Cal are eligible to receive immunizations until age 21.

Schools have primary responsibility for enforcing this portion of the Health and Safety Code.  They are aware of this provision and have taken numerous steps to ensure that all children receive the inoculations they need.  In anticipation of the State requirement that all children entering 7th grade after July 1, 1999, have this immunization, the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) has initiated the following actions:

· Establishment of an inoculation outreach campaign with distribution of newsletters and parent letters.

· Installation of an 800 number (1-800-427-8700) for parents to call to obtain the location of the nearest site to their home where free inoculations can be obtained.  Inoculations are free at many school sites, community clinics and County Health Department clinics.

· Scheduling of inoculations at school sites for all 5th graders during the 1997-98 school year and for all 6th graders during the 1998-99 school year.

· Provision of a ten-day notice to parents and/or caregivers of any 7th grader who needs the required inoculations.  The notice will state the law and give information about where to obtain free inoculations.

It is the Department’s understanding that other school districts have taken similar steps.  LAUSD estimates that

there are less than 5,000 children entering the 7th grade who still need these inoculations.  The school district is unaware of any students who have been barred from the 7th grade for lack of the inoculations.

CSWs must keep in mind the importance of Hepatitis B inoculations, as well as other immunizations, and ensure that all caregivers are aware of these requirements and that children’s immunizations are up-to-date.
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