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GOVERNOR SIGNS LEGISLATION

1999 Year End

The Governor’s deadline to sign or veto all bills this legislative year was October 10, 1999.  Listed below is legislation related to child welfare and foster care services that Governor Davis signed into law.  Bills are effective January 1, 2000, unless they contain an urgency clause, in which case they became effective immediately upon the Governor’s signature.  Detailed information about these bills, DCFS policy, and implementation instructions will be provided in forthcoming Management Directives.

AB 118 (Washington)  Foster Care Liability Insurance, Chapter 620

Provides that the one-year limit shall not be counted during which time a minor is a dependent of the court in order to present a claim for personal injury against a public entity.  Also expands legislative policy with respect to foster care to include the right to freedom of abuse for children.

AB 390 (Scott)  Adoption Assistance, Chapter 547

Eliminates means testing for the Adoption Assistance Program and creates a program that conforms to federal requirements that the subsidy amount be negotiated between the adoption agency and the adopting family.  (Sponsored by Los Angeles County.)
AB 575 (Aroner)  Child Welfare Services, Chapter 997

Establishes proceedings to review the status of a minor who has been adjudged a ward of the juvenile court and who has been placed in foster care, and in certain cases, terminating parental rights.  Requires the filing of specified social studies prior to filing specified petitions.

AB 740 (Steinberg)  Dependent Children: Siblings Groups, Chapter 805

Provides that, for a dependent child in foster care who is a member of a sibling group which includes a sibling under age three, child welfare services may be provided to some or all members of the sibling group for six months instead of the required 12, and would authorize the court to set a hearing to terminate parental rights for the siblings.

AB 1111 (Aroner)  Social Services, Chapter 147 (Urgency)

This is the budget trailer bill, also known as the Health Care Trailer Bill, which includes amendments to the Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment Program.  The Governor signed this bill on July 23, 1999, and it became effective on that date.  

AB 1225 (Ashburn)  Foster Care, Chapter 905

Relates to existing law requiring California Department of Social Services or a licensed adoption agency to provide a prospective adoptive family with information, in writing, of the potential eligibility for cash assistance benefits of a child at the time of application for adoption.   Requires this information be provided at the time immediately prior to finalization of adoption.



AB 1659 (Committee on Human Services)  Care Facilities, Chapter 881

This is the group home reform clean up bill for SB 933 of 1998, Chapter 311. Makes changes in community care licensing tasks relating to out-of-state group home placements and other technical changes relating to fingerprints and auditing requirements.

SB 160 (Peace)  The 1999-2000 State Budget Bill, Chapter 50 (Urgency)

Most significant for child welfare and foster care services:  Foster care rate increases for group homes, foster family agencies and licensed foster families; full cost-of-living adjustment increases for Los Angeles and four other counties’ licensed foster families; 100% basic foster family rates for KinGap implementation; continued $40 million child welfare services budget augmentation; authorized unexpended funds to be rolled over from 98/99 into 99/2000 for the TIES for adoption program; and, authorized over $9 million for foster care public health care nurses (presumed half year funding).

SB 199 (Polanco)  Juveniles: Confidentiality of Records and Reports, Chapter 984

Limits the inspection of a juvenile case file and would require the release of a juvenile case file pursuant to an order by the juvenile court pursuant to a noticed petition when the child is deceased.  (Sponsored by Los Angeles County.)
SB 208 (Polanco)  Child Abuse: Dependency Proceedings, Chapter 417

Provides that if a parent, guardian, or any other person has been previously convicted of sexual abuse in this or another state and who resides with or has care or custody of a minor who is the subject of a dependency petition, that finding shall be prima facie evidence that the subject minor is a dependent child and is at substantial risk of abuse or neglect.  (Sponsored by Los Angeles County.)
SB 518 (Schiff)  Out-of-State Appeals Time Frame: Confidentiality, Chapter 346

Expedites out-of-state placements by eliminating the waiting time for filing a writ or appeal.  States that provisions ensuring confidentiality of proceedings and records are intended to protect the privacy rights of the child.

SB 525 (Polanco)  Child Abuse: State and Local Coordination, Chapter 1012

Relates to coordination between specified state and local entities to address fatal child abuse and neglect.  Specifies additional duties of the California State Child Death Review Council, the DOJ, law enforcement and child welfare agencies when the death of a child is suspected to be caused by abuse or neglect.

SB 543 (Bowen)  Children: Psychotropic Medication: Foster Care, Chapter 552

Requires the case plan for each dependent child, specified court reports, and assessments to include health and education summaries; and, requires the child protection agency to provide the caretakers with a current health and education summary.  Only the juvenile court shall have authority to make orders regarding the administration of psychotropic medications for a dependent child and may issue specific orders delegating this authority.

SB 792 (Ortiz)  Child Custody: Report of Abuse, Chapter 985

Adds to the Family Code that no custody or visitation right of a parent shall be denied or limited, and no parent placed on supervised visitation solely because the parent lawfully reported suspected sexual abuse of the child.  This bill revises existing statement of legislative intent and incorporates various changes to the Welfare and Institutions Code.

SB 955 (Escutia)  Child Welfare Services: Out of Home Care, Chapter 634

Establishes goals for foster care and child welfare services programs, and requires the state to encourage development of approaches to child protection that meet these goals.  Provides cost-of-living increases for specific group homes whose foster care rates were at or above the standard rate for their Rate Classification Levels.  (Sponsored by Los Angeles County.)


SB 1199 (Costa)  Parole Officer Reporting, Chapter 957

Requires a parole officer to report to child protective services when a parolee convicted of child abuse violates conditions of parole relating to restrictions on contacting the victim or the victim’s family and requires Department of Corrections to advise parole officers annually of their reporting duties.

SB 1226 (Johannessen)  Dependent Children: Status Review Hearings, Chapter 399

Provides that failure of a parent to attend court ordered counseling is proof that the child should not be returned to the parent’s home.  Provides that court ordered services for a child under age three need not be provided where the court has ordered termination of reunification services for specified reasons.

SB 1270 (Committee on Health and Human Services)  Interstate Adoption Assistance Agreements, Chapter 887

Conforms California law to the federal Adoption and Safe Families Act requirements by authorizing the state to enter into agreements with other states for the provision of Medi-Cal coverage for non-federally eligible children who are adopted and reside out-of-state.

Questions about the bills may be directed to Revlynn Lawson at (213) 351-5722.
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