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CHILD SAFETY GATES

To ensure the safety of children in out-of-home care, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has ordered DCFS to require the use of child safety gates “in multi-level homes in which young children are placed.”

Child safety gates are required in multi-level placements for children 6 through 24 months of age who are unable to climb, dislodge or open the gates as recommended by child safety gate manufacturers.  For purposes of this release, “multi-level” is defined as a placement with separate floors connected by an internal stairway of two or more risers.

Prior to placement of such a child in a multi-level home of a relative or other unlicensed facility or a licensed multi-level facility, the CSW shall be cognizant of the possible need for child safety gates as part of their home safety assessment.  Information regarding child safety gates will be provided to caregivers as part of the placement packet (see attached).  If such a child is currently placed in a multi-level home without a child safety gate, the CSW shall provide the attached written information to the caregiver and immediately instruct the caregiver to obtain an acceptable child safety gate.  An acceptable child safety gate must meet the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards.  Only child safety gates that carry the ASTM certification seal on their packaging are guaranteed to comply with ASTM safety standards.  

The CSW shall ensure that the caregiver(s) obtain and install an acceptable child safety gate if one is needed.  If any caregiver is financially unable to provide an acceptable child safety gate, Specialized Care Increment Assistance Payment (SCIAP) funds are available.  Instructions on how to access SCIAP funds can be found in the attached memo regarding Special Payment dated April 7, 1999.  Questions regarding SCIAP shall be directed to Patti Griffin, Human Service Administrator III, at (626) 858-1504 or Technical Assistance Supervisor Nancy Castleman at (626) 858-1203.  Once a child safety gate is purchased with SCIAP funds, the gate is the child’s property purchased to meet his or her needs and shall travel with the child should (s)he leave that placement.
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              BES CONTACT:
Ramona Wilson (213) 351-5719

              APPROVED:

________________________________




Paul V. Freedlund, Deputy Director
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Choosing a safety gate

Once your baby can get up on all fours, she's &E nrmannk
poised for exploration. And it's your job to make

sure she stays out of trouble. Thus the safety

gate: a relatively inexpensive baby product that X
can keep your little one from tumbling down

staircases or venturing out of sight. "Baby gates

are simply a necessity if you live in a house with

open staircases," says Debbie, a mother of one. "When Ari first started
crawling she would have crawled right down the stairs, if we hadn't
blocked it off." Although hardly a substitute for child-proofing, baby safety
gates can give you added peace of mind and possibly prevent a bruise or
two.

E-mail this
to afriend

What kind of gate?

You'll find two basic safety gate designs: those that can be mounted to the
surrounding walls with hardware and models that rely on pressure to stay
in place.

Pressure gates are the easier, less-expensive choice, costing between
$20 and $30. Hardware-mounted gates, though harder to install and
more expensive (expect to pay from $23 to $60), are simply sturdier. It
doesn't take much to knock a pressure-mounted gate out of position. So
for added security, we recommend you get out the tool box and sink a few
screws to install a hardware-mounted model.

Of course, no gate should be relied upon to protect a baby from harm.
Only constant adult supervision can keep your curious tot out of harm's
way.

What to look for and what to avoid

> Can you swing it open? If you decide to go with a pressure-mounted
gate, consider investing in one that swings open. They're more
expensive than traditional pressure-mounted gates, but with the flip of
a switch, you can pass through the gated area. Hopping over the gate
may not seem like a big hassle now, but groggy parents don't need
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another obstacle to trip over. Most hardware-mounted gates do offer
this swinging door within a gate.

> Was it made after 19852 Never use an expandable accordion-style
gate that opens to form diamond-shaped spaces; this kind of gate can
trap a child's head or neck and cause strangulation. Although these
types of gates have been off the market since 1985, some shops--
particularly second-hand stores--still sell these unsafe gates.

> Are the slats properly spaced? If the gate is constructed using
vertical slats, make sure the spacing between each does not exceed 2
3/8 inches. Why? Another strangulation hazard.

> Is it safety-certified? If the baby gate you're considering doesn't have
a ASTM/JPMA certification seal on the packaging, keep looking. Only
models that carry this seal are guaranteed to comply with voluntary
safety standards. But remember, don't rely on the manufacturer's name
alone. A company may certify some, but not all, of its line.

> Is the gate the right size? Consider where you'll be placing the gate.
If you're concerned that your baby might reach over and grab
something that's off limits, make sure you invest in a taller model. And,
of course, bring measurements to make sure the gate will fit properly in
the space you have in mind.

> Is the mesh secure? Make sure the gate's meshing is tight. If it's too
wide, your adventurous child may wedge his toes into the holes, scurry
up the gate, and go AWOL. Children, after all, are born escape artists.

Copyright © 1998 BabyCenter, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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County of Los Angeles

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
425 Shatto Place -- Los Angeles, California  90020

(213) 351-5602

PETER DIGRE

Director

April 7, 1999

TO:

Deputy Directors



Division Chiefs



Regional Administrators
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FROM:
Marilyn Brown, Senior Division Chief



Budget & Fiscal Services/Revenue Enhancement

SUBJECT:
SPECIAL PAYMENTS
This is to notify that effective immediately, all requests for Special Payments for a specific child, are being processed by Revenue Enhancement eligibility staff in Covina.  These payments will not be processed by Finance staff under any circumstances.  Special Payments include but are not limited to requests for the following:

· respite care,

· payment of medical and dental bills,

· special needs for medical purposes,

· funeral expenses,

· counseling, testing,

· temporary in home caretakers,

· child care,

· court ordered services,

· wheelchair ramps,

· computers,

· specialized education equipment,

· tutoring,

· glasses, and

· other items required to stimulate the child's physical and/or emotional growth.


The funding source and the requirements for reimbursement vary so it is very important that all of the information on the attached form be fully completed.  With rare exceptions, i.e., court ordered services, children in group homes are not eligible for these funds.  All requests for payment must include an invoice if services have already been provided, or an estimate of the cost of the item, if services have not been provided.

Special Payments

Page Two

All requests under $500 must have the signature of the Assistant Regional  Administrator.  All requests over $500 require the signature of the Regional Administrator.

The completed request form (see attached) and invoice or estimate should be faxed to:

Special Payment Unit

(626) 858-0576

Once the funds have been received by the caretaker and the services have been provided, the receipt must be faxed to the above fax number.  If receipts are not received by the eligibility staff within thirty days of the issuance of the check, the authorizing signator will be contacted.

If you have any questions, please call me, or your staff may call Patti Griffin at (626) 858-1504.

MB:mb

Spec pay

Attachment

c:        Peter Digre


Beverly Muench

County of Los Angeles, Department of Children and Family Services

SPECIAL PAYMENT REQUEST






Date: ________________

Case Name
Case Number
Placement Date

Child Name
Telephone Number

Street Address
City
State

CA
Zip Code

Caregiver Name

Special Payment Requested:

Type

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  respite care


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  payment of medical and dental
       bills


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  special needs for medical 
      purposes


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  funeral expenses


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  counseling


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  temporary in home caretakers


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  child care


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  court ordered services


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  wheelchair ramps


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  computers


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  specialized educational 
      equipment


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  tutoring


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  glasses, and


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  other items required to stimulate
      the child's physical and/or 
      emotional growth
Timeframe


____________________

____________________



____________________



____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________
Frequency


__________________

__________________


__________________


__________________


__________________


__________________


__________________


__________________


__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________
Amount


_________________

_________________


_________________


_________________

_________________

_________________


_________________


_________________


_________________


_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

Name and Address of Vendor if not Caregiver:

CSW Name
Telephone Number
Office

CSW Signature


__________________________________
ARA Signature


____________________________
RA Signature


____________________________

ISSUE NO:�
00-06-�
DATE POSTED ON LAKids:  01/00�
�
�






Board of Supervisors


                                   GLORIA MOLINA�                                       First District


YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE�Second District


ZEV YAROSLAVSKY�Third District


DON KNABE�Fourth District


     MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH�                        Fifth District








_1000123128.doc
[image: image1.png]






