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END-DATING A PLACEMENT EPISODE

This release is to inform staff of a Change Management Work Group recommendation approved for implementation. 

The ability to close a CWS/CMS case in a timely manner is vital to the needs of our Department.  A CWS/CMS case cannot be closed unless the foster care ongoing payment and placement episode are end-dated.  The procedure to close an online case is:

· Revenue Enhancement receives a request or responds to information on a minute order that a child has returned home or has been incarcerated, etc.  

· Revenue Enhancement end-dates the foster care ongoing payment and any specialized care increment.  The placement episode is not end-dated because the child remains a dependent of the court.

· The CSW requests Revenue Enhancement staff to end-date the placement episode when jurisdiction is dismissed.

· The CSW and SCSW completes the action to close the online case when the placement episode is end-dated.

The SCSW cannot close the online case until the placement episode is end-dated.  Therefore, a recommendation was made and approved that makes Revenue Enhancement staff continue to be responsible for end-dating the foster care payment and placement episode and, in addition, gives the SCSW the authority to end-date the placement episode in order for the online case to be closed in a timely manner.  This recommendation is consistent with current policy and procedures for the SCSW to authorize and approve all online placements. 

Thanks to the Change Management Work Group for the recommendation that will benefit our Department.
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Connie Weaver (213) 351-5734
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