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	PHASE OUT:

EXTENDED VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT

Effective immediately the Extended Voluntary Placement program is no longer an option for children and families.  The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) has decided to phase out the Extended Voluntary Placement (EVP) program effective August 31, 2000.  EVP is a component of the Title IV-E Waiver Demonstration Project and has a research requirement attached to it.  Seven California counties, including Los Angeles County, agreed to participate in the EVP program, but statewide response to the program has been poor.  CDSS and the research team, University of California, Berkeley, Center for Social Service Research, do not believe that a sufficient number of children will enroll in the program to meet the Federal research requirement.

EVP allowed for an additional six months of out-of-home care for children who had received the maximum six months of Voluntary Placement services but could be reasonably expected to return home with the extension.  The Voluntary Placement program remains a viable option for children and families.  Children and families can still access out-of-home care without Juvenile Court involvement for up to six months.  After five months, the CSW has 30 days to either return the child home or file a petition pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Section 300.
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