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	Birth Parent Information Regarding Foster Care Payments 

or Adoption Assistance Program Payments for his or her Biological Child
This is to remind all staff that a birth parent whose parental rights have been terminated is not eligible to receive foster care payments or Adoption Assistance Program benefits for his or her biological child.

Pursuant toTitle IV of the Social Security Act, Section 472 states, in pertinent part, that foster care maintenance payments shall be made if the child has been placed in a foster family home or child-care institution as a result of a voluntary placement agreement or judicial determination and would have received aid under the State approved plan.  

Pursuant to Title IV of the Social Security Act, Section 473 states, in pertinent part, that the Adoption Assistance Program is available for adoptive parents of children with special needs.  For purpose of this section the child shall not be considered a child with special needs unless:

(1)  the State has determined that the child cannot or should not be returned to the home of his parents, and

(2)  the State had first determined that:

(A) there exists with respect to the child a specific factor or condition (such as his ethnic background,

      age, or membership in a minority or sibling group, or the presence of factors such as medical

      conditions or physical, mental, or emotional handicaps) because of which it is reasonable to conclude

      that such child cannot be placed with adoptive parents without providing adoption assistance under

      this section or medical assistance under title XIX, and 

(B) except where it would be against the best interest of the child because of such factors as the existence of significant emotional ties with prospective adoptive parents while in the care of such parents as a foster child, a reasonable, but unsuccessful, effort has been made to place the child with appropriate adoptive parents without providing adoption assistance under this section or medical assistance under title XIX.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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