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	RELATIVE PLACEMENT MONITORING SECTION

Effective January 15, 2002 the new approval process for relative caregivers was implemented.  The approval process is based upon the Federal Adoption and Safe Families Act procedures promulgated in January 2000 and California enabling legislation law AB1695.  The intent of the law is to clarify that California’s relative caregiver approval process employs the same standards used to license foster care homes.

The Relative Placement Monitoring Section will visit randomly selected relative caregiver homes to assure that approval standards are being maintained and that quality of life criteria are being met.

The Relative Placement Monitoring Staff will review the homes in four major areas:

(Criminal and child abuse clearances for the caregiver and all adult household members

(The caregiver’s ability to meet the needs of the child(ren)

(Safe physical environment for the child(ren)

(Quality of life for the children including well-being in educational, social, physical health,

    mental health and personal rights areas

For each caregiver’s home selected, the Relative Placement Monitoring Staff will visit the caregiver, the children and other household members.  The Relative Placement Monitoring Section will carry a DCFS Photo ID for purposes of identification.  If there are any concerns as a result of the home visit, they will discuss their findings with the Children’s Services Worker and the Caregiver.  They will provide the Children’s Services Worker and the Caregiver with information regarding any corrections that need to be made.

Any child endangerment issues that may be found will be immediately reported to the child abuse hotline.

There are seven items that will require immediate corrective action:

1. Psychotropic medication without authorization

2. Poor and unsafe home conditions

3. Lack of sufficient clothing (will require purchase of clothing with receipts within

      Three days)

4. Lack of sufficient food

5. Criminal clearances

6. Personal rights violations

7. No car insurance, driver’s license, registration or car seat

If you need any additional information, please contact The Relative Monitoring Section Manager, Elma Forrest-Stewart at (626) 569-6810.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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