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	Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) Payments for Federally Eligible Children Receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Pursuant to All-County Letter No. 02-56, Dolores Yarbrough V. Rita Saenz and California Department of Social Services (CDSS), effective immediately, CDSS has instructed all counties to stop considering Supplemental Security Income (SSI) as unearned income for children who are eligible for or receiving Federal Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) payments.

For new AAP agreements:

Do not consider the child’s SSI as unearned income when calculating the amount of the AAP benefit.  Inform the family that they must report any AAP benefits received on behalf of their federally eligible adopted child to the federal Social Security Administration (SSA), and that the SSA may deduct the AAP benefit amount from their child’s SSI grant.

For ongoing AAP agreement

For federally eligible children who are currently receiving an AAP benefit that was adjusted by their SSI grant, at the time of the next scheduled AAP reassessment, do not consider the SSI as unearned income when recalculating the AAP benefit amount.  The Post Adoption Services (PAS) CSW shall inform their families that they must report any AAP benefits received on behalf of their federally eligible adopted child to the federal Social Security Administration (SSA), and that the SSA may deduct the AAP benefit amount from their child’s SSI grant.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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