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	WINDOW SAFETY BARS

This is to inform staff that the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) has issued the Foster Family Emergency Regulations that include revised window safety bar standards.  According to the revised regulations, each bedroom or sleeping room shall have at least one operable window or door that ensures safe, direct, emergency exit to the outside.  If security window bars are used, the window is considered operable only if the window bars have a safety release device that meets all state and local requirements, which generally means that the safety release must be located inside the house and can be either foot or hand operated. If the home has a hand operated safety release, it can be difficult for young children to operate.  CSWs shall inquire with the caregiver to ensure that the child(ren) can operate the safety release properly.  If the home has window safety bars, check to see that the hand and/or foot operated release is working properly and is accessible in case of an emergency.   Ensure that nothing is in front of the safety release device to prevent access.  Additionally, if the windows providing direct access from the home to the swimming pool are being used as a bedroom or sleeping room, the window(s) must have “exit alarms.”

To review the regulations, see CDSS’s Foster Family Emergency Regulations Title 22, Division 6, Chapter 9.5, Article 3, Section 89387(d) and (q).

If you have any questions regarding this FYI, contact Geri Kondo, Program Analyst, at (213) 351-5734.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us



ISSUE NO:�
02-38�
DATE:  10/02�
�
�









_1000123128.doc
[image: image1.png]






