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	AMBER ALERTS

This is to inform staff that the California Highway Patrol is the lead agency for the statewide Amber Alert Program.  To initiate an Amber Alert the following guidelines apply:

1. There must be a confirmed child abduction.  This confirmation is made by a law enforcement agency after a “Missing Person's Report” has been filed.  The law enforcement agency will contact the California Highway Patrol.

2. The child must be 17 years of age or younger, or developmentally delayed.

3. The child must be in imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury.  An Amber Alert should not be used for runaways or parental abductions, unless the specific circumstance is life-threatening to the child.
If a child has been abducted and the Children's Social Worker (CSW) or the Supervising Children's Social Worker (SCSW) feels that the child qualifies for an Amber Alert, the following actions must occur immediately:

· Report the abduction to the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction where the abduction 

occurred and request that a Child Abduction Report be taken.  There must be sufficient

descriptive information regarding the child, abductor, and/or vehicle to believe that an immediate

broadcast will help locate the child.

If the CSW and/or SCSW need assistance making a report with law enforcement, they can

contact County Counsel, Alyssa Skolnick, at (323) 526-6182 or askolnick @counsel.co.la.co.us

for assistance.

Additionally, the caregiver should go to the law enforcement station and file a Missing Person's

Report.


· The CSW shall also contact the Child Abduction Unit at (323) 526-6757, during normal

business hours to report the abduction.

Immediately contact law enforcement and during business hours, contact the DCFS Child Abduction Liaison at (323) 526-6757.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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