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	CHILD ABDUCTION MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM

This is to remind staff of the existence of the Los Angeles County Child Abduction Multi-Disciplinary Team and how to access their services.  This release supersedes and cancels FYI # 95-21.

The Los Angeles County Child Abduction Multi-Disciplinary Team (CAMDT) is sponsored by the Inter-Agency Council on Child Abuse and Neglect (ICAN).  CAMDT is composed of members of city, county, federal and private agencies, including DCFS.  

The goal of CAMDT is to reduce the trauma to children who are victims of child abduction and their families by providing an effective, coordinated multi-agency response to child recovery and family reunification.

Find the Children (FTC), the coordinating agency for CAMDT, serves as a repository of information regarding missing children and coordinates efforts to locate them.  FTC will:

1. Receive child recovery notification from individual law enforcement agencies;

2. Request mental health assistance from Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center (the designated CAMDT mental health agency);

3. Request assistance from DCFS in cases involving protective custody and/or child abuse or neglect;

4. Maintain contact with involved agencies until confirmation is received of the agency’s contact and intervention with the family and/or problem resolution;

5. Provide assistance to member agency staff to ensure follow-through by member agencies and/or mobilization of other resources; and,

6. Serve as the information repository for CAMDT member agencies of information relevant to the case.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us



DCFS CHILD ABDUCTION PROTOCOLS

Intake and Detention Control (IDC) is DCFS’ liaison to CAMDT.  Referrals are received by IDC in two ways:

1. From CAMDT

IDC will hold preliminary discussions regarding potential cases with referring CAMDT members to evaluate the need for DCFS involvement.  If the preliminary assessment indicates that DCFS should be involved, IDC directs the referrer to call the Child Protection Hotline (CPH) to open a child abduction case, while gathering as much information as possible to begin its investigation.  CPH will accept all referrals on child abduction cases, even if there is no apparent endangerment.

2. From Emergency Response Command Post (ERCP)/Regional Emergency 

Response (ER) CSWs, on referrals identified by CPH as child abduction cases

CSWs will respond, detain the child and gather information necessary to file a Detention Report.  CSWs will then notify IDC by telephone of the detention and inform then that this is a child abduction case.  When completing the Detention Report, the CSW will enter the notation “CHILD ABDUCTION CASE,” at the top of page one.

NOTE:

When a CSW receives a child abduction referral, the CSW and/or law 

enforcement is to detain the child.  Once the child is detained, the CSW 

is not to release the child from protective custody.  The determination to 

release an abducted child to a custodial parent with be made only by IDC.

DCFS CONTACTS

· During business hours: (8:00 am to 7:00 pm)

IDC Supervisor Linda Quintana, at (323) 526-6757, or after 5:00 pm, at (323) 526-6764, or fax to (213) 881-3784, 3785, 3787, 3788, or 3789.

IDC CSW III, Genita Braggs, at (323) 526-6750, or fax to (323) 881-3784, 3785, 3787, 3788, or 3789.

· During non-business hours: (7:01 pm to 7:59 am)

DCFS Child Protection Hotline (CPH): 1 (800) 540-4000

IDC will:

1. Contact the parent from whom the child was abducted;

2. Counsel the parent on what to expect during the joint assessment process;

3. Conduct clearances, including WCMIS, JAI, CWS/CMS, CII and DOJ, on all parties;

4. Make child protective services checks in the county and state of residence, and internationally, if appropriate, of both the custodial and non-custodial (abducting) parent/party;

5. Obtain the current custody orders, if any, and the names and telephone numbers of the attorneys of record;

6. Contact the office of the Los Angeles County District Attorney to ascertain if there is an Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution warrant and/or if there is to be a criminal prosecution of the abducting parent; and,

7. Make a referral to the District Attorney’s Victim Witness Program, if the child was a victim of a crime during the abduction;

JOINT ASSESSMENT

Once the child is in protective custody, IDC arranges a joint assessment, usually with the Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center or the HELP Group.  The participation of other CAMDT members may also be necessary.

The joint assessment consists of interviews with the custodial parent or custodial party, the abducted child(ren) and their siblings (if any), a joint interview with both, and the abducting or non-custodial parent, whenever possible.  Based on these interviews and consultation with the therapist, IDC makes the decision to:

1. Immediately reunite the child with the custodial parent or appropriate parent; or
2. Retain the child in placement for several days, by way of a voluntary 

placement agreement, for the child and parent/custodial party to have the opportunity for further monitored visits.  This will enable the child to feel more comfortable with the parent/party with whom he/she is being re-united.

3. File a dependency court petition.

IDC will work with FTC as necessary to ensure that the child is returned to the parent, if appropriate, and keep the parents fully informed of any changes or additional information regarding the case.

IDC will work cooperatively with all members of CAMDT.

Questions regarding these protocols may be addressed to Linda Quintana, SCSW, IDC/Child Abduction Project, at (323) 526-6764; Pamela Prewitt-McZeal, ARA, Juvenile Court Services, at (323) 526-6703, or Edward Windsor, Director, Juvenile Court Services, at (323) 526-6700, in that order.
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