	FYI FYI FYI FYI

	F   O   R       Y   O   U   R       I   N   F   O   R   M   A   T   I   O   N

	

	Structured Decision Making  (SDM)

policy revisions

In order to facilitate the planned roll-out of Structured Decision Making the following Procedural Guides have been revised to address the implementation and use of the Structured Decision Making tools.  The revised policies on the use of Structured Decision Making will go into effect upon implementation in each regional office.  The following is a list of the Procedural Guides that have been revised with a brief summary of SDM revision:

0070-548.10, Disposition of the Allegations and Closure of the Emergency Response Referral

The CSW responsible for the closure of the referral (i.e., closing the referral or promoting the referral to a case) will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment and Risk Assessment tools.  These tools will replace the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix, DCFS 181, Assessment Guide for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs and the DCFS 182, Assessment Guide for Release to Relative for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs.
0070-548.20, Taking Children into Temporary Custody
The CSW responsible for taking a child into temporary custody will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment and Risk Assessment tools.  These tools will replace the use of the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix, DCFS 181, Assessment Guide for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs and the DCFS 182, Assessment Guide for Release to Relative for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs.

0080-502.10, Initial Case Plan

The CSW responsible for the completion of the initial case plan will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment, Risk Assessment and Family Strengths and Needs Assessment tools.  These tools will replace the use of the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix, DCFS 181, Assessment Guide for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs and the DCFS 182, Assessment Guide for Release to Relative for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us



0080-502.25, Assessment Process to Terminate Child Welfare Services
The CSW responsible for terminating child welfare services will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Risk Assessment tool.  This tool will replace the use of the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix.
0080-504.20, Case Plan Update
The CSW responsible for completing the case plan update will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment, Risk Reassessment (FM cases), and Family Reunification Reassessment (FR cases), if needed.  These tools will replace the use of the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix and the DCFS 181, Assessment Guide for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs.
0090-503.10, Family Maintenance Services for Both Court and Voluntary Cases
The CSW responsible for providing Family Maintenance services will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment, Risk Assessment, Family Strengths and Needs Assessment, Risk Reassessment and Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment tools.

0300-303.06, Hospital Holds
The Emergency Response/Case-carrying CSW responsible for initiating a Hospital Hold will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment tool.  This tool will replace the use of the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix, DCFS 181, Assessment Guide for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs and the DCFS 182, Assessment Guide for Release to Relative for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs.
0300-303.15, Writing the Detention Report

The CSW responsible for completing the Detention Report will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment tool.

0300-503.10, Writing the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report
The CSW responsible for completing the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report Structured will complete the Decision Making (SDM) Safety Assessment, Risk Assessment, Family Strengths and Needs Assessment, Risk Reassessment and Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment tools.  These tools replace the use of the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix.

0300-503.15, Writing the Status Review Hearing Report
The CSW responsible for completing the Status Review Report will complete Structured Decision Making (SDM) Family Risk Reassessment (FM cases), Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment and the Family Reunification Reassessment (FR cases) tools.

0300-503.16, Writing the 366.3 Status Review Hearing Report
The CSW responsible for completing the 366.3 Status Review Report will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment and the Family Reunification Reassessment tools.
0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report
The CSW responsible for completing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report will complete the Structured Decision Making (SDM) Family Strength and Needs Reassessment tool.

1000-504.10, Case Transfer Criteria
Addition of the following Structured Decision Making (SDM) Utilization Criteria, which will be applicable once SDM implementation has occurred in the sending office.

1. Safety and Risk Assessments are completed on all referrals in which ongoing DCFS services are going to be provided.  Referrals where all allegations are deemed to be “Unfounded” will not need to have a Risk Assessment completed.

2. Family Strengths and Needs Assessment completed for all Initial Case Plans.

3. Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment completed for current in effect Case Plan Updates.

4. Risk Reassessment completed for current in effect Case Plan Updates

5. Family Reunification Reassessment completed for current in effect Case Plan Updates.

At the present time the Department will not be implementing the Structured Decision Making Contact guidelines.  Therefore the requirements detailed in Procedural Guide 0400-503.10, 

Contact Requirements and Exception remain in effect.
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