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CONCURRENT PLANNING:  CRITERIA FOR THE

CONCURRENT PLANNING ASSESSMENT
The Policy Section is currently restructuring the process by which policy is developed and approved.  In the interim, this release serves as a notification of a change in policy.

This is to advise staff that in the interim until the revised version of Procedural Guide 0080-507.15, Concurrent Planning: Criteria for the Concurrent Plan Assessment, is released, the following language is to be considered by the case-carrying CSW, in addition to those already specified in the existing  policy:

Concurrent planning is a mandated program that provides an innovative and productive framework for working with children and families by simultaneously providing family reunification and permanency services.  The provision of concurrent planning services benefits children and Children’s Social Workers (CSWs), as two different avenues are available towards the desired goal of a permanent home for children.  Concurrent planning increases the likelihood that for children who cannot return home, a permanent home and family can be found.  Concurrent planning assists CSWs in addressing case plans, court reports, and adoptive planning.  The use of concurrent planning assists in the efforts made to provide both Family Reunification (FR) and permanency planning to achieve the goal of permanency.

Throughout the FR period, the CSW must make an ongoing assessment of the family’s progress in meeting the objectives and the prognosis for successful FR.  If the prognosis for FR is good for at least one parent, the alternative permanent home remains in a planning mode (i.e., locating potential permanent relative caregivers, providing caregivers with information about permanent plans, etc.)

If the FR prognosis is, or becomes poor for both parents, the alternative permanence home service activities move out of the planning mode and into an active mode.  An adoptive home study is conducted for the current caregiver, the child is placed in a fost-adopt home and other alternative permanent placements are explored.

This procedural guide identifies the criteria used during the Concurrent Planning Assessment to determine the prognosis for FR and whether to activate alternative permanent placement services.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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