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DUE DILIGENCE FOR STATUS REVIEW HEARINGS

The Policy Section is currently restructuring the process by which policy is developed and approved.  In the interim, this release serves as a notification of a change in policy.

This is to advise staff that in the interim until the revised version of Procedural Guide 0300-306.77, Due Diligence For Status Review Hearings, is released the following procedures are to be carried out by the case-carrying CSW in addition to those already specified in the existing policy:

CSW are to initiate a due diligence search for each parent by completing the DCFS 90 -calendar days prior to the hearing.

Vital Statistics Inquiry (VSI) are acceptable to use for an initial due diligence search, but birth certificates are required when recommending termination of Family Reunification (FR) or Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) must be obtained prior to initiating the search.

A copy of the child's birth certificate (not the VSI) must be attached to the Permanency Planning hearing [WIC 366.21(e), (f) or .22] court report if the recommendation being made include adoptive planning.




[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]




If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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