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ADVISING AND PROVIDING SERVICES TO PARENTS PRIOR TO ACCEPTING A STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING AND RELINQUISHMENT DOCUMENT
The Policy Section is currently restructuring the process by which policy is developed and approved.  In the interim, this release serves as notification of a change in policy.

This is to advise staff that in the interim, until the revised version of Procedural Guide 0200-508.10, Advising and Providing Services to Parents Prior to Accepting a Statement of Understanding and Relinquishment Document is released, the following procedures are to be carried out by the Adoptions CSW, in addition to those already specified in the existing policy.

Hospital staff calling regarding a birth parent or a regional CSW or Permanency Planning Liaison wants to refer a birth parent for information and discussion about adoption and the relinquishment process, may also contact the Adoption Information toll-free telephone number.  Placement and Recruitment Unit staff will obtain contact information and call the Adoptions Parent Duty CSW who will respond to inquiries on a daily basis.

Once the referral is accepted and the child is a dependent of the court, the Adoptions SCSW of the duty CSW opens the parent case and contacts the regional CSW to request the Adoptions CSW be added to CWS/CMS as a secondary. If the child is not a dependent of the court, the SCSW will open the parent case and notify the assignment desk that a child’s case needs to be opened.  The assignment desk will open a child’s case and assign it to an Adoptions Applicant/Child CSW when the placement for the child has been identified.

Section A. Number 4

Inform the parent that the Placement and Recruitment Unit will be contacted to find an adoptive home.  If one is not available, the parent may sign a voluntary placement agreement, while efforts to locate an adoptive family are initiated.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Advise the parent that (s)he may request that the child be placed with an adoptive family of a specific religion and may also express other preferences regarding the prospective adoptive family except for race or ethnicity.  Non-identifying information about possible families available to adopt the child will be given to the birth parent who may choose one of the available families sand request that the child be placed with that family. Although DCFS may allow the parent to choose the adoptive family, DCFS has the legal authority to select the adoptive family unless a designated relinquishment is signed.

When the parent is ready to place the child, photograph the child per procedures established in Procedural Guide 1200-500.50, Photographic Identification of Children.

If the child is in a health care facility and the AD 22 has not been signed, the parent may sign the DCFS/A 80.

If the parent has designated whom (s)he wants to adopt the child, advise him or her that the child cannot be placed with the designated family until their home as been approved for the adoptive placement and/or is licensed as a foster family home, or approved as a relative or non-relative extended family member home for placement.

A designated relinquishment may be accepted prior to the designated person(s) being approved to adopt, if the birth parent understands that the adoption cannot be finalized if it is not possible to approve the designate person(s)’ application to adopt.  If the child is not placed with or is removed from the designated person(s)’ home prior to the adoption being finalized, the birth parent(s) will be notified and will have the opportunity to rescind the relinquishment and designate another person to adopt the child.  The parent also has the option to request that the child be returned to him or her.

Section A, Number 7

Advise the parent that all non-identifying information will be given to the prospective adoptive parents prior to the finalization of the adoption.  No identifying information shall be disclosed to the adopting parents or the adult adoptee unless permitted by law.

Obtain an evaluation of a parent(s) ability to understand the content, nature, and effect of signing the relinquishment if there is reason to suspect, through observation, knowledge of the parent’s history, or a current condition that the parent may not have this ability.  The evaluation must be conducted by a licensed physician or licensed psychologist.

If it is not possible to obtain the parent(s)’ authorization, a court order may be used to obtain the information listed in Section A, Number 7. If a report or evaluation is received that is illegible or unclear, request a clear, legible copy from the source of the report.  If any of the above reports are not obtained, document in the case notes and in the court report the name of the report and the reason it was not obtained and is not part of the AD 512, if applicable.

Section A, Number 11, NOTE

An authorized representative of the agency shall sign the relinquishment form prior to the birth parent signing it, signifying the agency’s willingness to accept the relinquishment.

After accepting a relinquishment, provide additional counseling and referral services to the relinquishing parent(s) as needed.

After the relinquishment has been signed, filed with and acknowledged by the California Department of Social Services, transfer the parent case with the relinquishment documents/freeing actions to the Adoptions Applicant CSW, if the prospective adoptive parents have an open case in the Adoptions Division and the child’s case is not in Adoptions.

Section B, Number 3.a.

The child of a wife who is cohabiting with her husband, who is not impotent or sterile, is presumed to be a child of the marriage.

A completed voluntary declaration of paternity that has been filed with the Department of Child Support Services shall establish paternity of a child and shall have the same force and effect as a judgement of paternity issued by a court.

Any man identified as the father on a California birth certificate on or after January 1, 1997 is considered to be a presumed father of a child.

Section B. Number 4.b.

If the birth mother is being seen for the first time in the hospital after giving birth and she decides on a voluntary placement, provide her with an AD 100, DCFS/A 80 and SOC 155 to complete and sign so that the baby can be released to DCFS for placement pending her decision regarding relinquishment.

Section B, Number 5.c.2) b)

The consent to the adoption becomes irrevocable on the 31st day after it is signed unless the birth parent waives the right to revoke the consent before the 30 days expire.  The first day of the 30-day period is the day the consent is signed.

The placement agreement becomes an irrevocable consent to the adoption on the 31st day after it is signed unless the birth parent waives the right to revoke the consent before the 30 days expire.  The first day of the 30-day period is the day the consent is signed.

The non-placing parent’s consent becomes irrevocable on the 31st day after it is signed unless (s)he waives the right to revoke the consent before the 30 days expire.

Section C, Number 1.b.

Inform the parent that DCFS must follow the notice requirements of Family Code Section 8700 (i).

Section C.

If the court has ordered that relinquishment be explored, the case-carrying CSW can refer the parent to Adoptions by calling or having the parent call the Adoptions Information Line at 1888-811-1121, and speaking with an Adoptions representative who will take the contact information and forward it to the duty Parent CSW.  If the case is accepted:

Encourage the parent to discuss the decision to relinquish with the attorney representing him or her in the dependency case;

Ensure that the parent is signing the relinquishment voluntarily and understands that the court cannot order that the relinquishment be signed if that is not what the parent wants.
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