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INFORMING THE COURT OF A PARENT’S COMPLIANCE 

WITH JUVENILE COURT ORDERS

As a result of a recommendation from the Children’s Services Inspector General the Board of Supervisors has ordered DCFS to reinforce DCFS policy regarding the importance of monitoring a parent’s compliance with all court orders and service objectives specified in the family’s case plan and documenting those findings in court reports and case plans.  

When reporting to the court regarding a parent’s compliance with court orders and case paln CSWs shall:

· Clearly describe services offered/provided to each family member named in the current case plan.  Include extent of progress the parents or legal guardian have or have not made toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster care.  

· Describe whether a parent has attended parenting or individual counseling or any other court ordered services, as well as the date (s)he enrolled, his or her attendance pattern and the actual extent of progress the parents or legal guardian have or have not made toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster care. 

· Include the parent’s level of compliance/cooperation with maintaining contact/communication with the service provider.  Reference, summarize and attach all progress letters from counselors, therapists, programs, etc. 

· Describe in detail all efforts made by DCFS in assisting the parents in completing the case plan.  Provide the dates of all face-to-face visits made and attempted with the parents, all telephone calls made or attempted and contact letters sent out to the parents.  Indicate what referrals were provided and the dates they were provided to the parents.  In addition, indicate whether or not bus passes, Service Funded Activities, etc., if so, indicate the date they were provided to the parents.  Indicate whether there are any in-home supportive services that could be provided to assist the parent in complying with all court orders and/or service objectives specified in the case plan. 

Reminder:
In situations where a child is residing with a parent and that parent’s non-compliance with a court order places a child at immediate risk, CSWs shall take all necessary steps to protect that child including the removal of that child.  The removal of a child does not require a court order when that child is at immediate risk.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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