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AB 636 CWS/CMS DATA ENTRY

The recent federally approved CWS Program Improvement Plan (PIP) and Assembly Bill AB 636 (welfare and Institutions Code section 10601.2) places increased importance on the need for accurate, timely and complete CWS data.  CWS/CMS is the primary source of information for both the PIP and AB 636 reports.

Effective January 2004 reports based on CWS/CMS data on State and Federal outcome measures will be available to counties, advocates, and the public under the provisions of AB 636.  These federal and state data reports will become the baseline and primary tool used to assess program outcomes and performance.

These reports will provide the basis for county management to focus efforts to improve program outcomes and support allocation of staff d funding resources.  Consequently, in addition to the critical importance of this information in providing effective services, the complete, accurate and timely entry and update of data in CWS/CMS is essential for accurate assessment of program needs and ability to obtain resources and modify program practices by Federal, State, and county government to improve outcomes from children receiving services.  The information produced from CWS/CMS will be used to evaluate Individual County as well as statewide performance.

Examples of both outcome and process measures include the following:

· Recurrence of maltreatment

· Abuse and neglect in foster care

· Abuse or neglect following permanency

· Abuse and neglect in homes where children were not removed

· Time to investigate abuse and neglect referrals

· Assessment of kin and extended family foster family 

· Social worker contacts with children, parents, and caregivers

· Frequency of foster care placement moves

· Length of time to exit foster care

· Foster-care re-entries

· Length of time to reunification, adoption or other permanent outcome

· Placements with siblings

· Placements in least restrictive environments

Therefore it is crucial that staff follow current policy and procedures as it relates to the use of CWS/CMS.  For further information see All County Letter (ACL) 03-61, CWS/CMS Data Entry

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/getinfo/acl03/pdf/03-61.pdf
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


ISSUE NO:�
04-02�
DATE: 01/04�
�
�









_1116652910.doc
[image: image1.png]






