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ASFA POLICY UPDATE

The purpose of this FYI is to clarify existing policy regarding the approval process for relative and non-relative extended family member’s homes by answering the following questions:

1. Can children be placed in a home that can not been approved?

Under no circumstance can a child be placed in such a home.  In cases where the court has ordered the placement of a child in a home that cannot be approved, staff shall seek immediate legal relief from County Counsel.  See Procedural Guide 0300-507.05, Adverse Court Order/Decision.

2. Can a child remain in a home that no longer meets the approval standards?

Circumstances which prevent the child from remaining in the home include but are not limited to:  An adult who has a criminal record that cannot be exempted; or  the results of the home inspection reveal deficiencies that, if not corrected, would have a direct and immediate risk to the health, safety, or personal rights of the child.  In these situations the child(ren) shall be removed from the home and a detained WIC 387pettion filed.  See Procedural Guide 0300-301.05, Petitions.
In circumstances where the identified deficiencies are such that without correction could become a risk to the health, safety, or personal rights of the child, the child can remain in the home pending completion of the Corrective Action Plan (CAP).  In the event that the CAP is not completed within in the specified timeframes a non-detained WIC 387 petition shall be filed.  The children may remain in the home pending the court’s decision on the petition filing. 
3. Are there any limits to the length of time to complete a Corrective Action Plan (CAP)?

The date for correcting a deficiency shall not be more than 30 calendar days following the initiation of the CAP, unless the CSW determines that the deficiency cannot be corrected in 30 calendar days.  In this case the CSW must determine an appropriate completion date and obtain the approval of the Regional Administrator.  

NOTE:  Title IV-E is not available until the month in which the corrections are completed and the home fully meets approval standards.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


4. Can children be placed in the home of a relative or non-relative extended family member on the basis of CLETS prior to the receipt of Live-Scan clearances? 

Yes, as long as the CLETS results show no convictions other than a minor traffic violation and each adult residing in the home has signed a DCFS 5603, Criminal Record Statement.  

Reminder:  A Live-Scan clearance is still required to be initiated within in 5 judicial days of the CLETS clearance.  In addition, a Child Abuse Central Index (CACI) clearance must also be completed as part of the approval process.  See Procedural Guide 0070-561.10, Live Scan and California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (CLETS) Clearances.
5. Can additional children be placed in a home of a relative/non-relative extended family member’s home that has been previously approved without that home being reassessed? 

No, a new site inspection must be completed on that caregiver’s home and new approval documents must be completed prior to any new children being placed in that home.  

NOTE:  It is not necessary to obtain criminal clearances on a previously approved home.

6. Can a child be placed/remain in a home where an adult residing in that home has a conviction for which there is no WIC 361.4 exemption on file? 

In order for the home to be approved or continue to meet approval standards an WIC 361.4 exemption must be approved pursuant to Procedural Guide 0100-520.70, Exemptions For Relatives, Non-Relative Extended Family Members And Prospective Guardians With Criminal Record Histories.
7. Can children accompany the CSW to the home assessment of the prospective caregiver? 

No, policy requires that the home inspection is completed and the home approved prior to the child being placed in the home.

8. Are there any exceptions to the requirement that a Live-Scan clearances be completed on all adults residing in a home when an adult has physical/health problems which prevent them from coming to a regional office to be Live-Scanned?

No, there are no exceptions. Procedural Guide 0070-561.10, Live Scan and California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (CLETS) Clearances, specifies procedures for handling such cases.  

9. In order to obtain a WIC 361.4 exception, does policy require 3 character references? 

No, character reference(s), are not a mandatory requirement, they are one factor in eight that may be used to document an individual’s rehabilitation.  See Procedural Guide 0100-520.70, Exemptions For Relatives, Non-Relative Extended Family Members And Prospective Guardians With Criminal Record Histories

10. Can the approval process be terminated without the initiation of criminal clearances and/or site inspection based on information disclosed by that relative during a telephone interview, other than a relative declining to care for the child? 

No, if a first degree relative expresses an interest in caring for a child, that relative’s home must be assessed per established policy and procedures.

11. Does the home of a relative or non-relative extended family member who is in the process of adopting a child still need to be approved on an annual basis? 

Yes, state regulations require that the home be reassessed on an annual basis until, the initiation of AAP benefits.
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