FYI FYI FYI FYI

F   O   R       Y   O   U   R       I   N   F   O   R   M   A   T   I   O   N













CANCELLATION OF THE DCFS 180, dcfs 181

AND dcfs 182

This is to advise staff the Department-wide roll out of the SDM Risk and Safety Assessments tools has been completed.  Therefore effective March 1, 2004 CSWs are to immediately discontinue using the DCFS 180, Assessment Guide/Matrix, DCFS 181, Assessment Guide for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs and the DCFS 182, Assessment Guide for Release to Relative for Infants Prenatally Exposed to Drugs.  CSWs are to complete the SDM Safety Assessment and the SDM Risk Assessments as specified.

The SDM Safety Assessment shall be completed within 24 hours of making contact with all children who are subject to an Emergency Response referral, except for those referrals alleging abuse in out-of-home care.  SDM is not to be used for assessing risk in out-of-home care cases.

When the Client Disposition of all of the allegations, for all the children, are “unfounded,” there is no need to complete the SDM Risk Assessment.  Additionally, if the CSW is unable to locate any of the clients on the referral, the CWS/CMS Client disposition is inconclusive but no Safety or Risk Assessments need to be completed.  The SDM Risk Assessment shall be completed on any referral where one or more of the allegations have a Client Disposition of either “substantiated” or “inconclusive.”

If the CSW is unable to locate a family in order to complete their investigation, no SDM tools are to be completed, even though the allegations are to be concluded as "inconclusive.”
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
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