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LEAVING A CHILD WITH A RELATIVE 

This is to remind staff that current DCFS policy does not permit a CSW to remove a child from his or her parent’s home and leave that child in the care of a relative.  This may only be done if the CSW either takes that child into protective custody or has the child’s parent sign a voluntary placement agreement.  See Procedural Guides 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement and 0070-548.20, Taking Children Into Temporary Custody.  In addition, it is DCFS policy that a relative’s home must be assessed as to that caregiver’s suitability and ability to care for the child per established policy and procedure.  See Procedural Guide Procedural  Guide 0100-520.10, Evaluating a Prospective Caregiver.
In addition, CSWs are reminded of the procedures set forth in Procedural Guide 0070-580.10, Requests from Probate Court to Assess for Possible DCFS Intervention.

When a child abuse referral is made to investigate the wellbeing of a child under the care of a relative, CSWs must conduct a thorough investigation of the referral per established policy and procedure.  The purpose of the investigation is to determine if the child is at immediate or future risk by either the child’s parent or current caregiver.  The option of simply referring the caregiver to Probate Court to obtain legal guardianship when there is a stable home arrangement as a means to avoid dependency court proceedings is never appropriate.  The decision to obtain legal guardianship is up to the individual caregiver.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
_1116652910.doc
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