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NOTIFYING CHILDREN OF SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

CONTAINED IN COURT REPORTS

It has come to the attention of the Department that children have been sent court reports which contained sensitive information that they had no prior knowledge of and that this information greatly upset the child.  Currently, it is DCFS policy that children age 10 and older receive a copy of the court report prior to the scheduled hearing.  In order to ensure that all crucial informtion that is necessary for the court to make an informmed decision remains in court reports (even if it may upset the child) the following procedures have been established:

In order to prepare a child for the disclosure of such sensitive information, CSWs shall make a face-to-face contact with the child to discuss the sensitive information prior to the child receiving the court report in the mail.  Best practice dictates that this be done in a sensitive and age appropriate manner and in some cases may be best done in a therapeutic setting.  

In some rare instances it may be appropriate not to provide the child with a copy of the report and/or disclose this information to the child.  This should only be done after consulting with your SCSW, County Counsel and with the child’s attorney.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
_1116652910.doc
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