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SPECIALIZED CARE INCREMENT (SCI) – D-RATE
These procedures take effect 04/01/05

This is to advise staff of the following restructured procedures for requesting the assessment of a child for the D-rate.  

The CSW will complete the following D-Rate packet and submits the packet to the SCSW/ARA for review and approval:

· DCFS 417, Schedule “D” Caregiver Referral

· DCFS 709, Foster Child’s Needs and Case Plan Summary

· DCFS 1695, D-Rate Indicators and Child Referral Form *
· If the child has had a mental health assessment (DSM diagnosis included) within the past year by an LCSW, or licensed mental health professional include a copy along with the required forms.

Upon approval from the SCSW and/or ARA for a D-Rate assessment, the CSW forwards the packet to their office’s D-Rate Evaluator.

The D-Rate Evaluator will review the packet to determine if the child requires a mental health assessment.  The D-Rate Evaluator will return the original packet to the CSW and informs him or her of the approval or non-approval of the D-rate.

Children receiving the D-Rate will be reevaluated every six months.  CSWs are required to resubmit a D-rate packet to the D-Rate evaluator for reassessment every six months as long as the need exists.  Note:  ITS will issue an alert notifying staff that a reassessment is due prior to the six-month date.

Questions concerning this FYI or the D-Rate should be directed to your office’s D-Rate Evaluator.  If further assistance is needed, the Program Manager, Marilyn B. Sklar, can be reached at (626) 938-1706.

*The DCFS 1695, D-rate Indicators and Child Referral form is new and is located in CWS/CMS’ Create New Document section of the Client Services green section.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
The D-Rate policy Procedural Guide 0900-522.11 Specialized Care Increment (SCI) D-Rate, is in the process of being updated.  In the interim, these procedures are to be followed in conjuction with the existing policy on LAKids.
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