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MULTIDISCIPLINARY ASSESSMENT TEAM (MAT)

COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENTS
The MAT Assessment Process was created in collaboration with DCFS, the Department of Mental Health (DMH) and community providers so that each child entering out-of-home care would receive a comprehensive assessment of needs.  This assessment includes medical, dental, developmental, speech/language, mental health and caregiver needs.  The MAT Assessment is available in SPA 3 (June) & SPA 6 (July) regional offices.  The remaining offices will be notified when MAT will be available in their SPA.  MAT Coordinators have been identified in each office to help facilitate the MAT referral process.  In order to ensure that the MAT Assessment is completed for all children entering out-of-home care, we require assistance.  The following actions performed by the staff listed below will greatly assist the MAT Coordinators in each office in assuring that a MAT Assessment is completed in a timely manner.  

ER CSW

· Alerts the MAT Coordinator (via e-mail or phone) when a detention takes place.
· Explains the MAT process to the family and obtains signed authorization.
· Includes the “Recommendation for MAT Court Order“ (provided in the MAT training) in Detention Report.
· Provides requested case information to the MAT Coordinator.
· Whenever possible, attends the post-removal Team Decision-Making meeting regarding their case.
DI

· Maintains continuing communication with the DMH Contracted MAT Provider.

· Whenever possible, participates in the MAT decision making meeting facilitated by the MAT Coordinator and Provider.

· Provides court status on the MAT assessment process, and attaches the Department of Mental Health Summary of Findings Report to Jurisdictional/Disposition and/or supplemental report.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
Case-Carrying CSW

· Provides the MAT Providers any necessary case information when requested.
· Whenever possible, participates in MAT decision making meeting coordinated by the MAT Coordinator and Provider.
· Provides court status on the MAT Assessment process and attaches the Department of Mental Health Summary of Findings Report to the supplemental report.
PHN

· Assists in linking MAT family to a Medical Hub or a board certified pediatrician.

· Arranges for the Dental Exam.

· Provides assistance to ensure that the Medical screening is completed timely.

· Reviews Medical findings with all necessary parties (Provider, CSW and DI).

· Participates in MAT Team Decision-Making Meeting when available.

· Arranges for any necessary medical follow-ups.

· Documents medical findings in CWS/CMS.
For any additional assistance or information please contact

Laura Andrade, Ph.D.

POE/MAT Support Section

Telephone (213) 739-6224
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