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CONTINUING EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE LEGAL PERMANENCY FOR

CHILDREN IN LONG TERM FOSTER CARE

The Department of Children and Family Services believes that every young person is entitled to a permanent home and a permanent family relationship.  Achieving timely legal permanency for every child in out-of-home care is a top priority.  We are now striving to provide all children with a legally permanent plan of reunification, adoption or legal guardianship.  Of these, safe reunification is our top priority.  Long term foster care (AKA Planned Permanent Living Arrangement or PPLA) for our children, is no longer an acceptable permanent plan.  It is the Department’s policy that efforts to achieve legal permanency for a child does not end when a child is in long term foster care and this policy is supported by Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Section 366.3.

WIC Section 366.3 states, in part, that if a child is in a placement other than the home of a legal guardian and jurisdiction has not been dismissed, the status of the child shall be reviewed at least every six months.  This review is to contain the plan for and efforts made to establish legal permanency by reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship.  If the child is in long term foster care and parental rights have not been terminated and the child has not been ordered placed for adoption, the court shall determine whether or not reasonable efforts to make and finalize a legally permanent placement for the child have been made.

At the review held pursuant to WIC 366.3 [AKA, Review of a Permanent Plan (RPP)] for a child in long-term foster care, the court shall consider all permanency planning options for the child including:

· whether the child can and should be returned to the home of the parent;
· placed for adoption; or,
· appointed a legal guardian; or, 
· if compelling reasons exist for finding that none of the foregoing options are in the best interest of the child, whether the child should be placed in another planned permanent living arrangement.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
As part of that assessment, CSW’s are required to address the following issues in the Staus review report at every status review hearing:

· The extent of the agency's compliance with the child welfare services case plan in making reasonable efforts to return the child to a safe home and to complete whatever steps are necessary to finalize the legally permanent placement of the child. 

· The extent of progress the parents or legal guardians have made toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster care. 

· The likely date by which the child may be returned to and safely maintained in the home, placed for adoption, legal guardianship.  In the rare case that a CSW, with the approval of their SCSW, ARA and RA, is recommending a planned permanent living arrangement (and this should be rare in that this is not considered an appropriate legally permanent plan), the report should reflect why this plan is in the best interest of the child.   

· For a child who is 16 years of age or older, the services needed to assist the child to make a successful transition from foster care to independent living.   Again, legal permanency through reunification, adoption or legal guardianship is always the preferred plan over emancipation and independent living.  The court shall determine whether or not reasonable efforts to make and finalize a legally permanent placement for the child have been made.

In closing as a Department:

· We must ensure that every effort is made to reunify children with their families, if this is not possible, then we must seek to find them legally permanent homes through adoption or legal guardianship.  It’s never too early or too late to look for permanence for a child and planning should begin at day one. 

· We must work with communities, families, and others to find solutions and make permanence a more viable option for our children and the families who may be our potential resources.  
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