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PROVIDING SERVICES TO LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL,

TRANSGENDER AND QUESTIONING (LGBTQ) YOUTH AND FAMILIES
This is to remind staff that Federal and state law requires that DCFS and all out-of-home care providers treat all children and families (including single persons, unmarried couples, and gay and lesbian couples) fairly and equally and ensure that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) youth in out-of-home care are safe and treated in a non-discriminatory manner.  Based on good practice, it is also important that we consistently provide, specialized uniquely tailored services, when need.

DCFS is committed to ensuring that every child, birth family, resource/foster parent, or adoptive parent is served regardless of his or her sexual orientation or gender identity.  As with any population it is critical that services be provided without any expressions of bias or discriminatory treatment towards any person served.  As our Department strives for more permanency for children, we recognize the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community as an important partner in providing permanent, safe and loving homes for the hundreds of children awaiting adoption.

In order to better assist staff’s knowledge and skill level in working with the LGBT community and 

LGBTQ youth, DCFS has established links on LA Kids (Links of Intrest- Gay-Lesbian) of valuable resources staff can utilize:



APA ONLINE - Committee on Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Concerns
Gay And Lesbian National Hotline
Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network 




L. A. Gay and Lesbian Center
LA Valley Pride









Project 10
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians And Gays of LA


The Gay and Lesbian Center of Greater Long Beach
 

DCFS continues to strengthen policy/training and best practice on LGBTQ issues.  To assist us in this process we are interested in hearing from you regarding the following:

· Specific success stories whereby the delivery of uniquely tailored services resulted in a positive outcome.
· Specific areas of practice, policy and training that need to be improved, clarified or strengthened.

· Any additional input regarding practice improvement.

Please forward your responses to the above subjects along with any other our suggestions, concerns and questions to Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us (link is below).
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
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