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VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT

This is to remind staff that when they are utilizing a voluntary placement they must provide the following information to the caregiver:

(a) give placement agencies/caregivers a copy of the signed SOC 155, Voluntary Placement Agreement-Parent/Agency at the time of placement and DCFS 179, Parental Consent and Authorization for Medical Care and Release of Health and Education Records

(b)  provide placement agencies/caregivers with complete HEP binders that include all of the documents required for detention cases; 

(c) clearly state expectations regarding family visits in the DCFS 709, Foster Child Needs and Case Plan Summary and make sure that these expectations are consistent with a given placement agency/foster parent's policies and comfort level before making the placement; 

(d)  clearly inform the placement agency/caregiver that this is a voluntary placement and that it will not last more than 6 months unless DCFS makes a decision to invoke the Court process and detain the child at a later date; and, 

(e) routinely consult with the placement agency staff/caregiver before making a decision to reunify or to invoke the Court process to detain the child. 

Reminder:
Be sure to clearly inform the child, if age appropriate, and caregiver/placement agency that the Voluntary Placement Agreement can be withdrawn or terminated at any time upon the parent or guardian's request.

See Procedural Guide 0100-510.21, Voluntary Placement
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
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