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IN RE:
Wilford J. – NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION
This is to advise staff of an appellate decision (Wilford J.) which ruled that the pre-printed notice form used by DCFS (Notice of Hearing on Petition currently on CWS/CMS) to inform parents of a Jurisdictional/disposition (AKA PRC) hearing is inadequate because it fails to identify and state the nature of the proceedings.  The requirements for notice for these hearings are set forth in WIC 291(d)(2) and specifically require that "the nature of the hearing" be described.  The appellate court found that the description that the hearing was "on the petition" was inadequate to fulfill the due process rights of the parents.
Therefore, CSWs are to immediately begin using a revised version of the Notice of Hearing on Petition and to discontinue using the State version generated by CWS/CMS in the Court Notebook.  To meet the requirements of the appellate court decision the following language has been added to the revised Notice of Hearing on Petition:

At the hearing on the petition, the court may receive evidence and determine whether the allegations are true. If any of the allegations are found true, the court may proceed to disposition, declare the child(ren) to be a dependent child(ren) of the juvenile court, remove custody from the parents or guardians, and make orders regarding placement, visitation and services.
The revised Notice of Hearing on Petition, can be generated on CWS/CMS by taking the following steps:
While in the Case Management Section (Green button), select create a new document, select Los Angeles County then select Notice of Hearing on Petition and then create the document.  The notice will be generated with populated data.
Create the JV 510, Proof of Service, Juvenile, and send it with the revised Notice of Hearing on Petition along with a copy of the petition.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
In addition, the revised version of the Notice of Hearing on Petition can also be found on LA Kids in the Forms section.  This will create the required notice but no information will be populated into the document.  On CWS/CMS the JV 510, Proof of Service, Juvenile, must be created and sent with the Notice of Hearing on Petition along with a copy of the petition.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF



STREET ADDRESS:



CITY AND ZIP CODE:
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION


CHILD(REN)'S NAME(S):
COURT NUMBER





























NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1.
A  Hearing will be held

on:

at:

in Department:


Court Address:



















2.
A petition has been filed in the above entitled court on behalf of the above named minor alleging that said minor comes within the provisions of subdivision(s)  of section  of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
3.
You have the right to be present at the hearing, to present evidence, and to be represented by an attorney.  The court will appoint an attorney for you if you cannot afford one.

4.
If an attorney is appointed to represent the minor, parent(s) or guardian(s) may be liable for all or a part of the costs, to the extent of their ability to pay.

5.
If an attorney is appointed to represent the parent(s) or guardian(s) or noticed adult relative, the represented person(s) may be liable to the county for all or part of the cost, to the extent of their ability to pay.

6.
A minor's parent, guardian or responsible relative may also be liable for the cost of support of the minor in out-of-home-placement.

7. The court may proceed with this hearing whether or not you are present.

8. At the hearing on the petition, the court may receive evidence and determine whether the allegations are true.  If any of the allegations are found true, the court may proceed to disposition, declare the child(ren) to be a dependent child(ren) of the juvenile court, remove custody from the parents or guardians, and make orders regarding placement, visitation and services.
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9. If there are any questions pertaining to the above information, please contact: 





A true copy of the petition is attached to this notice.

YES

NO



A copy of the Social Worker’s report is attached to this notice.

YES

NO



Date: 
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 (TYPE OR PRINT NAME)

(SIGNATURE)
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