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PLACEMENT AND THE CHILD’S HIV STATUS

This is to advise staff that the child’s HIV status alone does not require a segregated medical placement.  When making the determination of whether or not a child requires a segregated medical placement CSW should consult with a physician and or PHN to determine the exact health care needs of each HIV child, in order to plan for the most appropriate and least restrictive placement. A medical placement is warranted where the unique health needs of the HIV child warrant such placement.

HIV Children should not be automatically assumed to come within the intake criteria of the Medical Placement Unit.  The individual health needs of the child determine this type of placement.

The following are definitions for AIDS and HIV, which can be found in the Glossary of the CWS Handbook on LA Kids.

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
The most serious medical complications of infection with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).  AIDS infects and damages white blood cells, called “helper” T-cells, which are important to the immune system and the body’s defense against infection.  In order for a person to be diagnosed as having AIDS, the virus and damage to the immune system must be present.

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
The virus which causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  This name replaced earlier  terminology, e.g., ARV (AIDS-Associated Retrovirus), LAV (Lymphodenopathy-Associated Virus) and HTLV-III (Human T-Cell Lymphotropic Virus, Type III).
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
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