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COUNTY COUNSEL’S INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT (ICWA)

NOTICE PROGRAM

This is to advise staff of County Counsel’s ICWA Notice Program.  The purpose of this program is to provide CSWs with specialized assistance with making ICWA inquiries and preparing ICWA notices, with the objective of decreasing the number of continuances for improper ICWA notice.

Currently, County Counsel has three designated ICWA specialist attorneys. They are: 

Judy Bayer (home base: Torrance). Judy is responsible for DCFS offices in the Southern Region: 

Century; Compton; Hawthorne; Lakewood; Santa Fe Springs; Torrance and Wateridge.

Keith Davis (home base: Pasadena). Keith is responsible for DCFS offices in the Central Region: 

Belvedere; Covina; Covina Annex; Metro North; North Hollywood; Pasadena; Pomona; and

West Los Angeles. 

Scott Miller (home base: Santa Clarita). Scott is responsible for DCFS offices in the Northern Region: 

Lancaster; Palmdale; and Santa Clarita

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Jurisdiction/Dispo. hearings: 

A designated County Counsel (Dawyn Harrison) reviews all the arraignment/detention minute orders for the newly filed cases (i.e. WIC 300 petitions only), the County Counsel will create a weekly ICWA case list. That list includes: hearing date; courtroom; assigned County Counsel ; case name; case number; whether an ICWA inquiry/finding was made; whether ICWA notice was ordered; DCFS office; DCFS CSW/DI and their phone numbers. The list is then sent to the three designated County Counsel. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
The designated County Counsel will send an email to the assigned CSW/DI informing them that ICWA notice has been ordered and instructing them to meet with them to go over the ICWA inquiry/investigation. This email will copy Dawyn Harrison, the trial attorney, the outstation attorney and the SCSW/Supervising DI, all ARA's, and RA.  The email will also instruct the CSW/DI that prior to the notices being sent out they must be reviewed by their respective ICWA specialist attorney. 

Once the final notices have been reviewed, ICWA specialist attorney will send an email to, the trial attorney indicating that they have met with the CSW and have reviewed the ICWA notices.  The email will indicate whether it is anticipated that: 1) notice will be good; or, 2) notice will not be good and why, and that a continuance is needed.  This email will copy, Dawyn Harrison, the outstation attorney and the CSW/DI, SCSW/Supervising DI, all ARA's, and RA. 

If a CSW/DI fails to meet as requested and/or notices are not sent in for the ICWA specialist attorney to review, the ICWA specialist attorney will send an email to the trial attorney indicating that the CSW/DI failed to meet and/or failed to send in the notice for review.  This email will also copy, Dawyn Harrison, the outstation attorney and the CSW/DI, SCSW/Supervising DI, all ARA's, and RA. 

ICWA notice for other hearings: 

The priority of the ICWA specialist attorneys is ICWA notice for the jurisdiction hearing.  If there is a case where the court has ordered ICWA notice for any other hearing, and the CSW will need assistance in getting ICWA notice proper, the assigned County Counsel will send the CSW an email and copy Dawyn Harrison and both the regularly out-stationed attorney as well as the designated ICWA specialist attorney for that region. The ICWA specialist attorney will attempt to assist when ever they can; if not, it will be a combination of the assigned County Counsel and the regularly out-stationed attorney's responsibility to follow up and make sure the CSW is following the assigned County Counsel’s instructions.
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