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ADMINISTRATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AND INJECTIONS FOR SEVERE DIABETIC HYPOGLYCEMIA AND ANAPHYLACTIC SHOCK AND SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTIONS OF OTHER PRESCRIBED MEDICATION TO A FOSTER CHILD

With the passage of Assembly Bill (AB) 1116, Section 1507.25 was added to the Health and Safety Code effective, 01/01/06, authorizing designated foster care providers and other persons to administer emergency medical assistance and injections for severe diabetic hypoglycemia and anaphylactic shock, and subcutaneous injections of other prescribed medication, to a foster child, if the provider is trained to administer injections by a licensed health care professional.  AB 1116 also prohibits a child’s need to receive injections pursuant to Section 1507.25 of the Health and Safety Code, from being the sole basis for determining that the child has a medical condition requiring specialized in-home health care.

Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that involves the entire body.  It can result in breathing difficulty, loss of consciousness, and even death if not immediately treated.  Anaphylaxis is a medical emergency that requires immediate medical treatment.  Severe anaphylactic shock can be reversed by use of an epinephrine autoinjector that delivers a single, pre-measured dose of epinephrine.  Severe diabetic hypoglycemia is a life-threatening condition that can quickly lead to loss of consciousness, coma, and death.  Severe diabetic hypoglycemia is a medical emergency that requires immediate medical treatment.  Severe diabetic hypoglycemia can be reversed by an injection of glucagon.  In the absence of trained medical personnel, relative caregivers or foster parents are often the only individuals in a position to provide emergency medical assistance to a foster child suffering anaphylaxis or severe diabetic hypoglycemia.

The following individuals shall be authorized to administer emergency medical assistance and injections for severe diabetic hypoglycemia and anaphylactic shock to a foster child in placement when trained by a licensed health care professional:

· Relative caregiver

· Nonrelative extended family member

· Foster family home parent

· Small family home parent

· Certified parent of a foster family agency

· Substitute caregiver of a foster family home or a certified family home

· Direct care staff member of a small family home or a group home

The following individuals shall be authorized to administer subcutaneous injections of other medications, including insulin as prescribed by the child’s physician, to a foster child in placement when trained by a licensed health care professional:

· Relative caregiver

· Nonrelative extended family member

· Foster family home parent

· Small family home parent

· Certified parent of a foster family agency

· In the absence of a foster parent, a designated substitute caregiver in a foster family home or a certified family home.

Administration of an insulin injection shall include all necessary supportive activities related to the preparation and administration of the injection, including glucose testing and monitoring.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
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