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STRUCTURED DECISION MAKING (SDM)

ALIGNMENT WITH COURT REPORT DUE DATE

The use of SDM tools is critical for assessing the likelihood that abuse or neglect will recur in a family in the near future.  SDM also helps determine which families should receive services, what specific services should address a family’s problems, and SDM helps assess the progress a family is making towards mitigating safety factors.  Once a case is opened, the SDM Family Strengths and Needs Reassessment (FSNA) and an in-home or out-of home assessment is completed at 6 months intervals until case closure or a permanency decision is made.  These tools inform the Case Plan Update (FSNA) and Court Report.  Currently, the SDM (Case Reassessment) Utilization report is synchronized with the Case Plan Utilization report on LA Kids.  Both reports utilize the “Next Review Date” field of the approved Case Plan Update notebook in CWS/CMS to determine the Due date for these tools.  (see below)
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us
sdm@dcfs.co.la.ca.us; 

santad@dcfs.co.la.ca.us; and/or mmason@co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
In order to enhance report accuracy, and ensure SDM assessments are done on a timely basis, staff should align the Case Plan Update, Next Review Date field with the due date of the next court report.  To change the Next Review Date field, the “Effective Date” field has to be changed.  The Next Review Date field is automatically changed to be 6 months after the date in the Effective Date field.  The Next Review Date in the Case Plan Update should be the same as the next court hearing. 

For new cases, Dependency Investigators should adjust the “Effective Date” field of the Approved Case Plan Update notebook at the Dispositional Hearing to ensure the Next Review Date field is aligned with the 21.E hearing.  Ongoing services SCSWs should ensure the Next Review Date is the same as the next court hearing.  Aligning the Case Plan Update, Next Review Date field with the court report hearing will automatically align the SDM Case Reassessment Due dates.
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