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UPDATED GUIDELINES ON COMMUNICATING WITH THE JUVENILE COURT ON THE ORTHODONTIA NEEDS OF DCFS-SERVED CHILDREN
The release of this  FYI cancels FYI 05-36, Guidelines on Communicating With the Juvenile Court on the Orthodontia Needs of DCFS-Served Children
Due to the continuation of very limited resources for the Department to meet children’s orthodontia treatment needs, this FYI is being released to update the current, “Guidelines on Accessing Orthodontia Services for Children Served by the Department of Children and Family Services”.  Please refer to:

http://lakids/dcfs/health_education/resources/Documents/guidelines.doc
When informing the Juvenile Court of a child’s orthodontia needs the CSW is to provide the Court with the following information if the child has already received an orthodontia assessment and if it is known that the child does not meet Denti-Cal medical necessity and if Denti-Cal has provided a denial to the orthodontist:

· That the child has received an orthodontia assessment.  

· Inform the Court that information has been obtained from the orthodontist that the child does not meet the Denti-Cal criteria for medical necessity based on information received from the orthodontist via the HLD Score sheet that was completed on the child to determine his/her orthodontia needs, or by way of a denial received by the orthodontist from Denti-Cal.  

It is the Department’s policy that Denti-Cal providers be utilized when an assessment is completed on a DCFS child’s orthodontia needs, and in the provision of orthodontia treatment.  In order to provide the Court with the required information, the CSW may need to communicate with the orthodontist’s office if the CSW has not already received documentation that provides verification of the child’s Denti-Cal medical necessity ineligibility.

NOTE:
If the child is in need an orthodontia assessment, the CSW is to inform the Court that the 

Department is facilitating the completion of an orthodontia assessment to determine the 


child’s needs, including the existence of medical necessity.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:


Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
The CSW is to inform the court that the Department will be reviewing the provision of funding for orthodontia treatment and will be seeking external funding sources.  Further, the CSW is to inform the Court that in the situation where Denti-Cal has denied the orthodontia treatment, this will include requesting that the orthodontist consider submitting additional documentation to Denti-Cal, or appealing the denial, towards the goal of Denti-Cal re-evaluating the request for the orthodontia treatment.

Under no circumstances is the Court to be asked to order the Department to pay or be told that the Department will pay for the orthodontia treatment.

NOTE:
Consistent with the Guidelines referenced above, at the point in time that the Court makes the initial order on the child’s orthodontia needs, the CSW is to submit an Orthodontia Referral Form to the DCFS Orthodontia Program.  The timely submission of the Referral Form will promote DCFS’ prompt screening to determine the availability of external funding sources to cover the child’s orthodontia treatment if eligibility requirements are met.
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