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INTERAGENCY PLACEMENT SCREENING COMMITTEE
Management and coordination of children and youth being presented to the Interagency Placement Screening Committee has been moved to the Office of the Medical Director.

The Interagency Placement Screening Committee is a multi-agency, multi-disciplinary team that meets weekly to review, assess and evaluate needs for children and adolescent of Los Angeles County and make recommendations for placement in accordance with criteria established by California law and regulations, Los Angeles County policy and contract requirements, and clinical/professional best practice guidelines.  

All children and youth in Los Angeles County who are being referred to the most intensive residential/hospital treatment programs including an RCL-14 Group Home, Community Treatment Facility (CTF) or Metropolitan State Hospital must have a representative from a respective agency (Department of Children and Family Services, Probation or Department of Mental Health) present the case history to the interagency placement screening committee for approval.  Approval through this screening committee does not guarantee acceptance to any one program, but rather a recommendation for the level of intensive treatment services based on the specific needs of the child or youth.

Only children and youth who meet the following criteria will be presented to the committee for review and recommendation of intensive treatment programs:

· Chronic and persistent mental, emotional and behavioral disorders

· Psychotic symptoms, risk of suicide and/or risk of violence

· History of acute psychiatric hospitalization

· History of psychotropic medication

· Documented inability to be served in a less restricted community setting due to severity of mental health condition

· Full psychological evaluation with five axis DSM IV diagnosis- current within the past two years
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM
Reminder

As Dependents of the court, DCFS children and youth referred to a secure (locked) treatment program must volunteer through the 6552 court process or have a mental health conservatorship (involuntary commitment) through the Public Guardians Office (Department 95).

Once selected for screening by the Office of the Medical Director, the CSW will need to assemble an information package regarding the child and present the child’s case at the screening committee.

If you want to refer a child for Interagency Placement Screening (RCL-14 level or above) contact:  The Office of the Medical Director – Lisa Sorensen (213) 351-7767
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