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INCORPORATING SDM INTO COURT REPORTS

The Department has been using all the SDM tools since March 2004.  SDM tools are used to assess safety and risk levels in the families we service.  SDM tools are designed to help staff organize the facts gathered and assess these facts with the goal of making specific recommendations.  SDM assessments are to be used at key decision points in the life of a case. SDM also helps guide the decision of which families should receive services and what those services should address to mitigate threats to child safety and to decrease risk levels.  SDM reassessment tools are completed every 6 months as part of the case planning and court report writing process until case closure or a permanency decision is made.  All relevant policies have been modified to include SDM findings and assessments in case plans and court reports See link to FYI 03-01 for listing of modified policies. http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/2003/03-01%20fyi.doc   The SDM Info webpage has posted 3 sample court reports that include specific SDM language suggestions .  See  http://lakids/ServiceIntegration/SDM%20Webpage/court_report_samples.htm
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As SDM assessments tools are completed it is expected that the key recommendations, needs, strengths, visitation quality and quantity, case plan compliance risk levels and any safety concerns be included in the appropriate sections of court reports.
SDM tools are NOT to be attached to court reports, unless ordered by court.  As a general rule, SDM assessment tools should inform court reports as follows:

Safety Assessment

Risk Assessment










Detention Report

Family Strengths & Needs Assessment (FSNA)




Jurisdictional/Dispositional (JD)

FSNA

Risk Reassessment or

Reunification Reassessment

Safety Assessment (if completed

on the case after initial safety assessment)
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

sdm@dcfs.co.la.ca.us; and/or  santad@dcfs.co.la.ca.us;

Clerical Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://198.51.213.151/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm
FYI’s: http://dcfs.co.la.ca.us/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.HTM




Status Report

















The three court report samples include:


The Detention Hearing Report, the Jurisdictional Dispositional Hearing Report and the Status Review Hearing. 








