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INFORMING THE FOSTER FAMILY AGENCY (FFA)

OF ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT
This is to inform staff that the FFA is to be notified in advance of signing adoptive placement papers.  

Some FFAs are dually licensed to provide both Adoption and Foster Care services.  Some only provide foster care services. If the FFA conducted the Adoption Family Assessment on the adopting parents, the FFA fully participates in the cooperative placement process and thus, must be made aware of the impending adoptive placement well in advance as a standard practice.

If the Adoption Family Assessment was conducted by an agency other than FFA with whom the adopting parents are currently affiliated, the FFA is not functioning as an Adoption Agency for this family, and they do not participate in a cooperative adoptive placement with the Department.  However, they too must be notified in advance, telephonically, of the impending change in the child’s placement status and the intention to stop foster care payments and initiate AAP.  This process will facilitate a smoother financial transition from foster care to adoption.  The A-CSW is to create a contact in CWS/CMS documenting that the FFA was informed of the termination of foster care. 

In both scenarios, upon arrival back in the DCFS office after adoptive placement, but no later than 5 days after adoptive placement, the Children's Social Worker is to submit the AAP paperwork and a 280 TA Request to his/her SCSW for approval and faxing to the Department’s AAP Unit who will initiate AAP Payments.  It is critical to process the AAP paperwork timely.  When the AAP-EW processes the AAP paperwork, he/she will also create the Placement Termination of Foster Child (DCFS 489-2) and send it to the FFA.  Receiving notification of the impending adoptive placement beforehand will prepare the FFA for the transition.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
For questions on Cooperative Placements, see Procedural Guide 0200-509.35, Adoptive Placement

http://lacdcfs.org/policy/hndbook%20cws/0200/0200-509-35Sally.doc
For questions on initiating AAP, see Procedural Guide 0200-511.05, Initiating Adoption Assistance Program & Medi-Cal Benefits

http://lacdcfs.org/policy/hndbook%20cws/0200/0200-511-05.doc
If you have questions regarding cooperative placements, please contact Adoption Resource Coordinator, Dina Stuhl by phone at (213) 351-0200 or by e-mail at algazda@dcfs.co.la.ca.us.
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