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KINSHIP GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PAYMENT (KIN-GAP) 

PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS

This is to inform staff of new enhanced benefits available under the Kin-GAP program, which was established with the passage of Assembly Bill 1808.  During the implementation process the State became aware of significant issues which necessitated delaying the October 1, 2006 implementation date of the program until those issues were resolved.  However, pursuant to All County Letter 07-13, Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment (KINGAP) Program Enhancements, the enhanced Kin-GAP benefits will apply retroactively to the October 1, 2006 implementation date.
The changes to the Kin-GAP program are as follows:

· The Program has been extended to allow Kin-GAP benefits to be provided to probation youth in foster care and under the supervision of the juvenile delinquency court. 

· The Program permits Special Care Increments (SCI) payments (i.e., the D or F rate) as part of the Kin-GAP payment if the child was receiving AFDC-FC SCI payments in the month before the month that Kin-GAP benefits began.

· All Kin-GAP recipients are now entitled to the $100 annual state supplemental clothing allowance. 

· Children in receipt of Kin-GAP are now eligible to receive a Back-to-School Clothing Allowance. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
Specialized Care Increment
For all relative caregivers who are eligible to become a Kin-GAP legal guardian, the specialized care increments (SCI) (i.e., D or F Rate) payment provided as part of the enhanced Kin-GAP Program will only apply to children who received the AFDC-FC SCI payment in the month before the month that Kin-GAP benefits began. 

For those cases where Kin-GAP guardianship was granted after October 1, 2006 eligibility for receipt of the AFDC-FC specialized care increments SCI payment (i.e., D or F Rate) will only apply to children who received the SCI payment in the month before the month that Kin-GAP benefits began.

The Department will identify those Kin-GAP guardians who are eligible to receive the SCI and will notify them of their eligibility and that they will be paid retroactively to the date the guardianship was granted.

The Kin-GAP Program does not provide for SCI assessment or reassessment by a social worker. By statute, the amount of the SCI is determined by whatever SCI amount was received on behalf of the child in the month prior to entry into Kin-GAP.  While the child’s physical or behavioral condition may change; the Kin-GAP payment will not adjust as a result of any changes in the child’s needs. 

However, if a county’s specialized care plan automatically adjusts rates based on age, the Kin-GAP payment will also automatically adjust accordingly.  In Los Angeles County this will be the case.  See Procedural Guide 0900-511.10, AFDC-FC/GRI-FC Rates Effective July 1, 2001 (pages 2-3).
Age Requirement
To be eligible for Kin-GAP, a child must be under the age of 18.  However, Kin-GAP benefits can continue to be paid on behalf of the child until the age of 19 as long as he or she is attending high school, vocational or technical training school full-time or pursuing a GED AND is reasonably expected to complete school by their 19th birthday AND continues to live with their Kin-GAP guardian. In order to continue receiving Kin-GAP benefits until age 19, the child must also sign the “Mutual Agreement” (KG 1 form) before or within the month of their 18th birthday.
Independent Living Services

Children in receipt of Kin-GAP benefits will remain eligible for Independent Living

Services.
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