FYI FYI FYI FYI

F   O   R       Y   O   U   R       I   N   F   O   R   M   A   T   I   O   N




Issue
07-15
Date:
04/27/07




PROBATE GUARDIANSHIP CASES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO

CONCURRENT PLANNING ASSESSMENTS
This is to inform staff that children under Probate Guardianship are not subject to Concurrent Planning Assessment (CPA) as they are not Juvenile Court Dependants.  

When DCFS writes a Guardianship Assessment Report for the Probate Court, the child subject is not a dependent of the Juvenile Court nor are they receiving services from DCFS other than supervision for the brief period the assessment is being conducted. Therefore, no CPA is needed and the DCFS case is closed upon completion of writing the Guardianship report.
  

There are times however, when a Probate Guardianship case remains open with DCFS in order to receive funding and supervision.  Should the non-relative guardian, (after at least one-year) or a relative guardian at any time choose to adopt this child, s/he would need to pursue an Independent adoption.  (To learn more about Independent adoption, refer to DCFS Procedural Guide 0200-507.15 ASSESSMENT OF PETITIONER(S), BIRTH PARENT(S) AND CHILD FOR AN INDEPENDENT ADOPTIONhttp://lacdcfs.org/policy/hndbook%20cws/0200/020050715V1206.doc) 

NOTE:
Under independent adoption, in general, probate guardianship cases that move to adoption do not qualify for AAP.  If the child was a prior dependent or eligible for SSI, s/he may be eligible for AAP.  Only if the child was assessed and qualified for AAP before a petition is filed for the Independent adoption, will the new adoptive parent be able to receive AAP.  


 If, however, during the process of assessing the guardian, concerns were to arise about the child’s safety and/or well being, the child could be taken under DCFS care and, in so doing, the Probate Court case would be closed.   At that time, the child’s case would be treated as any other DCFS case.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
There are rare circumstances where, if the child was ever a dependent of the Juvenile court in the past, the adoption may be processed as a child welfare adoption through DCFS.  If this situation arises, the CSW should consult with his/her SCSW and Adoption County Counsel, Deborah Singer Frankes as to the most appropriate plan of action.  These cases would likely be eligible for AAP

Also, as a “Community Relinquishment Case”, children under probate guardianship receiving foster care payments would be eligible for adoption through DCFS with AAP if birth parent(s) request a (designated) relinquishment.  Consult with the adoption County Counsel if these situations arise on a case by case basis.
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