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COURT ORDERS AND TEAM DECISION MAKING (TDM)

It has come to the Department’s attention that TDMs have been conducted that have modified an existing court orders without the authority to do so.  The ONLY time a TDM can modify an existing court order is when court makes an order that DCFS has the discretion to modify an order (e.g., liberalize visits, etc.)

In cases where the court has not given DCFS the discretion to modify a court order the Department must seek court authorization to modify that order.  This does not prevent a TDM from recommending that an existing order be modified (e.g., a visitation plan).  Once a TDM has made such a decision; the CSW must walk-on a request to modify the existing order, before those modifications can be carried out.  Once the Court approves the request, the modification can be carried out.

In addition, in situations where the Court has given DCFS the discretion to modify an order, it is the responsibility of the CSW to notify the Court by way of a walk-on report that we exercised our discretion to modify the existing order.

See Procedural Guide 0070-548.03, Point of Engagement: Team Decision-Making (TDM).
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us

Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
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