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	PRESENTING CRIMINAL HISTORY TO THE COURT
(Adoption Home Study)

DCFS routinely requests criminal history to ensure child safety.  As part of the Family Assessment (adoption home study) process, an additional criminal history check is done for each prospective adoptive applicant through completion of Live Scans for adoption purposes. Criminal History is confidential and may only be discussed with the subject.  When discussing the results of the criminal history check with the subject; no spouse, partner or cohabitant may be present.  Following a prompt discussion with the applicant however, his or her criminal history must be presented to the Court.  

Presentation of an adoptive applicant’s criminal history is to be presented to the Court in a manner that does not disclose the identity or location of the individual. The applicant’s criminal history information is to be placed in the appropriate section of the court report as shown in the example given in this box below: 

Prospective adoptive mother has no criminal history per DOJ and FBI clearance and no child abuse or neglect history per CACI and a search of CWS/CMS. Prospective adoptive father has no child abuse or neglect history per CACI and a search of CWS/CMS. Prospective adoptive father has an arrest per DOJ and FBI, disposition currently unknown to CSW, from 1991 for domestic violence. He also has a receipt of stolen property conviction from 1994, for which he appears to have successfully completed probation in 1997. CSW has interviewed prospective adoptive father regarding these incidents and is awaiting receipt of the police reports and court documents.

In an instance where the applicant/subject has not and will not disclose the criminal history in question to his/her spouse, domestic partner or co-adoption partner the following procedure should be followed: 

· The information is to be submitted “in camera” – separately, in a sealed envelope for the Court only.  
· The envelope should be addressed to the hearing officer and marked “CONFIDENTIAL” 
· The outside of the envelope must contain the child’s Court case number, the date of the hearing and the department in which the hearing is taking place. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
The separate criminal history is to be preceded by a statement in the envelope containing the following:

· that this information has not be presented in the court report as the subject has not disclosed this information to his/her spouse, partner or co-adoption partner, 

· that this document is for the court only 

Note:
Identifying information about the adoptive applicant regarding his/her criminal history is prohibited from disclosure to the birth parents according the California Family Code 9200.
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