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	CWS/CMS 6.1 CODE DROP

This is to advise staff that the CWS/CMS 6.1 Code Drop will take place on November 17, 2007.  There will be several changes to CWS/CMS that will be summarized in this FYI as well as in issues of Code Drop News (CDN) that will be posted on LA Kids in the weeks leading up to the code drop.  Link to CDN http://lakids/dcfs/BISCS/resources.htm.
1. Initial Case Plan Due reminder has been changed to set the Due Date to 60 days (from 30 days) after the Case Start Date or active Placement Episode removal Date (whichever is earlier).  

· Our Department Policy will remain the same, an initial case plan must be completed within 30 days of the in-person investigation (i.e., first face-to-face contact) or initial removal or by the date of the dispositional hearing, whichever comes first, for each child determined by the Department to be in need of services.  See Procedural Guide 0080-502.10, Initial Case Plan.  

· Utilization Reports for Initial Case Plan will continue to be set at 30 days.

2. Case plans can now be back dated to reflect the date that the SCSW signs the hardcopy case plan, which is the date when the case plan goes into effect.  SCSW’s should approve the case plan on CWS/CMS the same day that the hardcopy case plan is signed, if not, SCSW’s need to go to the ID page of the Case Plan notebook and backdate it to the date it was signed.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
3. A new Service Type category and associated Service Type code values for ‘Family Engagement Efforts’ (FEE) have been added.  The following FEE service types are available for selection in Contact on the Associated Services page and in Case Plan-Case Management Services:

· Case Planning with Family

· Outreach with Family

· Mediation with Family

· Family Mtg/TDM/Family Case Conferencing

· Meeting w/Community Partners and Family

· Meeting w/Foster Parents and Family

· Meeting w/Parent Partners and Family

· Meeting w/CalWorks Staff and Family

4. Additional values have been added to the ILP Service Types and are available for selection in Contacts on the Associated Services page and in Case Plan-on the Planned Client Services page.  The new ILP values are:

· ILP-Needs Assessment

· ILP-Mentoring

· ILP-Education Financial Assistance

· ILP-Education/Post-Secondary

· ILP-Employment/Vocational Training

· ILP-Financial Assistance Other

· ILP-Housing Options

5.  Numerous enhancements have been made to clarify the functionality related to ICWA.         These changes include:

· Printable Family Tree can be generated on ICWA/JV-135 page.

· Indicators will make it more apparent that the user is on the Child’s ICWA/JV-135 page.

· Inconsistencies between data on the Client ID page (ICWA Eligible info) and the ICWA/JV-135 page will trigger a message.

· When entering tribal information on a parent’s page, a message will prompt user to enter child’s Membership Status and Date.

· New value can be selected- “No Tribe Specified”- so ICWA information can be added when specific tribe name is not known.

· Two new multi-select dialog boxes will be added to the ICWA/JV-135 page to ease data entry for Child Membership Status and Date and Tribal Membership.

6. When completing the JV-135 (ICWA Notice) in the Court Management Section, a new Method of Service of ‘Certified or Regstrd, Rtrn Recp Reqsted’ is available for selection.  This value can be selected for any notice type.

7. The AD90 report (an Adoptions Print Report) has been updated so it reflects the latest version of the CDSS form.  TPR clerks and Birth Parent workers can create this report on CWS/CMS, which will populate the report, in lieu of manually completing it.  This report can be edited to ensure pertinent information is accurate.  Changes include:

· Renamed AD90/AD 551A report since it combines both forms Counties send to CDSS so CDSS, in turn, can acknowledge that a child has been appropriately and legally freed.

· In the Client Notebook, a Date of Death Verified checkbox has been added- this maps to the AD90/AD 551 report.

· A new field on the report will allow data entry to document the Alleged Father’s Status.

8. Users with Closed Case/Referral Update privilege and access to the referral will be able to edit incorrect data and record information resulting from subsequent reviews of actions taken in a referral, this includes recording history of DOJ (CACI) Grievances.  Authorized users will be able to:

· Reopen Evaluated Out referrals-On an Evaluated Out referral, authorized users are able to designate a Response Time.  This has the effect of reopening the referral.  Any text entered in the Rationale field is retained.

· Access/Edit the following six areas in referrals that had been dispo’d with a disposition of “Open New Case”
a) Client Notebook;

b) Screener Narrative document;

c) Cross Reports (add and remove);

d) Investigation Narrative document;

e) DOJ (CACI) Grievance fields; and

f) Allegation Notebook (including ability to create a new allegation)

· Record history of DOJ (CACI) Grievances-On Referral ID page, indicate who filed a CACI grievance and once resolved, indicate the outcome of the grievance. 
9. Users with County Administrator authority or the supervisor of the current primary assignment will be able to document in a case a period of time during which the case was suspended.  A case is to be suspended when a child is returning to the care of DCFS after a period of time and the original dependency is being reinstated.  This may occur when a closed case is being reopened OR after a case has been reopened.  The case can only be suspended for one of three reasons:

· Child was under supervision of Probation Department.

· Child was committed to a State Hospital (n/a to LA County DCFS)

· Child is returning from a Guardianship that was set aside.

The suspension function will eliminate any appearance that a case has been out of compliance with case plans and contacts and explains the gap in services.  
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