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	NEW RELATIVE AND NON-RELATIVE EXTENDED FAMILY 
MEMBER APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS
This is to advise staff that effective January 1, 2008, CSWs must check the child abuse and neglect registry of any state in which a prospective relative or non-relative extended family member or any other adult residing in the home has resided in the past five years, if that state maintains a registry.  This requirement is mandated by Public Law (PL) 109-248, known as the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, (the Act), and signed into law on July 27, 2006.  Senate Bill 703 was recently passed to bring California statute into conformity with the Act.
The requirement to check other state child abuse registries for relative and NREFM homes, applies to requests for a home assessment received on or after January 1, 2008.  Prospective relative or non-relative caregivers pending approval as of January 1, 2008 are not required to undergo the check of other state registries by the Act.  This requirement also applies to any new adults who move into a home on or after January 1, 2008, if that home has been approved prior to January 1, 2008.
A child may be temporarily placed in the home even when it has been determined that an individual has resided in another state in the past five years, pending the receipt of the information from the other state(s).
If information from another state’s registry indicates a history of child abuse or neglect DCFS must review the facts of the case as part of the determination to approve the relative/NREFM home for placement.  
To obtain a current list, go to http://www.ccld.ca.gov, then click the Adam Walsh button. 
A listing of State Child Abuse Registries is available which contains updated information regarding contacts, procedures and forms required for each state.  To view a current list, go to http://www.ccld.ca.gov, then click the Adam Walsh button. 
Specific policy and proceduures will be released by the end of the year.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
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