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	ESTABLISHING CANDIDACY FOR FOSTER CARE IN VOLUNTARY
FAMILY MAINTENANCE CASE PLANS

This is to advise staff that as a result of All County Letter 07-48, Clarifying Guidance Regarding Candidates For Foster Care, new instructions for writing case plans are being changed.  Specifically, these changes only apply to case plans where voluntary family maintenance services will be provided

This ACL sets forth the criteria that must be established in order for Title IV E funding to be obtained for the performance of administrative pre-placement prevention services for candidates of foster care.
The ACL defines a Candidate for foster care as follows:
Candidacy is defined in the federal Child Welfare Policy Manual 8.1D2: “A candidate for foster care is a child who is at serious risk of removal from home as evidenced by the state agency either pursuing his/her removal from the home or making reasonable efforts to prevent such removal.”

The ACL establishes three acceptable methods in the determination for candidacy.  They are:
1. A defined case plan, which clearly indicates that, absent effective preventive services, foster care, is the planned arrangement for the child.
2. Evidence of court proceedings in relation to the removal of the child from the home, in the form of a petition to the court, a court order or a transcript of the court’s proceedings; OR

3. An eligibility determination form completed by the County WelfareDepartment which establishes the child’s eligibility under Title IV-E.(Note: Evidence of AFDC eligibility in and of itself is insufficient to establish a child’s candidacy for foster care.)
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
In all three of these methods, it must be clearly documented that the next step for this child is foster care. Otherwise, candidacy cannot be considered to exist. It is the responsibility of the counties to ensure that adequate documentation exists to demonstrate candidacy in the event of an audit.

Effective immediately CSWs when developing any case plan (initial or case plan updates) for voluntary family maintenance services CSWs will insert the following statement on the signature page of the case plan:
Understand that the preventive services set forth in this case plan are designed to allow my child(ren) to safely remain in my home and prevent the removal and placement of my child(ren) in foster care.
On the following page is a sample of a signature page showing where the statement needs to be inserted.
Revised policy on both the initial and case plan update will be released in the near future.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)


       IN SIGNING THIS CASE PLAN, I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Participated in the case plan development.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Agree to participate in the services outlined in this case plan.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Received a copy of this case plan.

· Understand that the preventive services set forth in this case plan are designed to allow my child(ren) to safely remain in my home and prevent the removal and placement of my child(ren) in foster care. 

	SIGNATURE OF MOTHER/GUARDIAN
	DATE


	SIGNATURE OF FATHER/GUARDIAN
	DATE


	SIGNATURE OF OTHER
	DATE


	SIGNATURE OF OTHER
	DATE


	NON-SIGNATURE EXPLANATION



	SIGNATURE OF INTERPRETER (1)
	DATE


	SIGNATURE OF INTERPRETER (2)
	DATE


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	DATE

	SOCIAL WORKER
	Caseload
	Phone Number
	
	


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	DATE

	SUPERVISOR
	Phone Number
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