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	DCFS COUNTYWIDE ALCOHOL AND DRUG TESTING SERVICES
This is to advise staff to seek alternative resources for alcohol and drug testing services for clients, before referring clients to Pacific Toxicology.  There are a number of substance abuse treatment programs/options available to clients that also provide testing.  Due to ongoing financial cuts of the DCFS Alcohol and Drug Testing Program, these programs/options should be considered prior to enrollment in the DCFS Alcohol and Drug Testing Program.
CSWs should explore alternative testing options for clients from resources which may include,
but are not limited to, the following:
· Substance abuse treatment facilities.

· Alcohol and Drug Program Administration (ADPA) website:  Assists CSWs with locating resources within the client’s area.  http://ph.lacounty.gov/adpa/index.htm  (CSWs should give priority consideration to this website).

· Time Limited Family Reunification: Open to all CSWs and serves a diverse population, including but not limited to, undocumented clients.  Contact: Jonathan Sydes, Program Analyst, (213) 351-3230.
· Family Preservation: Do not refer clients for the sole purpose of testing.  Testing can be considered as one service delivery component in determining if the Family Preservation Program is appropriate.
The following alternative testing options are available to select offices:
· Dependency Drug Court: At this time, services are available in Belvedere, Compton, Lancaster, Metro North, and Torrance offices only.

· Linkages: This is a pilot program in the Metro North, San Fernando Valley, and Torrance offices only.  CSWs in these offices should contact the co-located GAIN services worker in their office.  All other CSWs should contact their clients’ DPSS workers through the local welfare office. 
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
CSWs are to be reminded that all testing services for clients are to be performed by a DCFS approved testing facility and that all tests are to be random and witnessed by staff.
The DCFS Alcohol and Drug Testing Program should only be utilized to supplement testing when one or more of the following exists:
1. A treatment provider is unable to provide at least two tests per month just as permitted under the Random Program.
2. A treatment provider is unable to provide more than two tests and a client was Court-ordered to participate in a specialized schedule.
3. A treatment provider does not test for the client’s drug of choice and is unable to perform a specialized test for the client’s drug of choice.

4. The client was ordered to participate in testing, but not treatment.

The DCFS Alcohol and Drug Testing Program may be utilized by Emergency Response CSWs for investigations received by the Child Protection Hotline.  However, if a client continues to require testing, CSWs should consider the information contained herein.
Procedural Guide 1200-500.30, DCFS Countywide Alcohol and Drug Testing Service, is currently being revised to expand on the guidelines for testing services.  Updated DCFS Alcohol-Drug Testing Referral Forms will be posted to the Drug Testing Website on LA Kids in the near future.
Use of the new forms will take effect March 17, 2008.
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