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	ASSESSING CHILD SAFETY FOR CHILDREN
RESIDING IN OUT-OF HOME CARE
This FYI will provide staff with practical guidance to achieve best practice when assessing child safety for children residing in out-of home care during monthly home visits.  It is the responsibility of CSWs to evaluate and assess the safety of the child and his or her environmental, physical, emotional, medical and educational well-being.  Pursuant to California Department of Social Services (CDSS) Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) Division 31-320, the purpose of social worker contact with the child is to achieve the following objectives:

· To verify the child’s location; 

· To monitor the child’s safety;

· To assess the child’s well-being;….
In assessing the physical environment of a licensed foster home, relative/non-relative extended family members home, small family home or a FFA home, the CSW is to use the SOC 817, Checklist of Health and Safety Standards for Approval of Family Caregiver Home, as a guide to ensure adequate levels of required safety are being met in the home.  CSWs are not required to fill out the SOC 817.  It is only to be used as a guide to assess for safety.  If the CSW has a concern about something in the home, (s)he should follow up with his/her SCSW.  See Procedural Guide 0100-570.08, Quality-of-Life in Out-of-Home Care:  Reporting Concerns.
For children placed in a group home CSW should follow th eprocedures set forth in Procedural Guide 
0100-570.10, The Care of Children Placed In Group Homes, specifically CSWs should pay particular attention to the following:
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
Physical Environment

The group home is responsible for: 

        Maintaining an environment, indoors and outdoors, that is clean and free from hazards and is home like and child-friendly.  

        Ensuring children are not exposed to second-hand smoke; and, those children under eighteen years of age are not permitted to use any tobacco products or drink any alcoholic beverages under any circumstances.

        Providing the child with clean towels and sheets on a regular basis as well as providing clean and serviceable blankets and bedspreads.

        Supplying each child, initially and replace as needed, with personal hygiene and personal care items.  

It is suggested that:

        At each visit observe where the child sleeps.

        On a periodic basis (at least quarterly), have the child walk you around the group home grounds.

        At least quarterly have the child walk with you off grounds where he/she feels it is safe to share sensitive subjects with the CSW.

        On a periodic basis (once every six months), observe whether or not the Personal Rights document required by Title 22 regulations is posted where a child has access to it.

        Observe and assess the level of supervision provided to the children.

All contacts are to be documented in CWS/CMS as detailed in Procedural Guide 0400-503.05 Standards for Documenting Contacts and FYI 07-25 Recording CSW Contacts In Child Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/CMS). 

In addition for further policy and procedures regarding the assessment of the well being of children residing in out-of-home care see Procedural Guides 0100-570.08, The Care of Children Placed in a Licensed Foster Home, Relative/Non-Relative Extended Family Members Home or Small Family Home, 0100-570.09, The Care of Children Placed in a Foster Family Agency Home (FFA), 0100-570.10, The Care of Children Placed In Group Homes and 0400-503.10, Contact Requirements and Exceptions.
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