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	CHILD ABDUCTION AND THE RECOVERY OF AN ABDUCTED CHILD

The release of this FYI cancels FYI 07-32, Child Abduction and the Recovery of an Abducted Child, dated 10/03/07.
This is to remind CSWs of their responsibilities when a child has been abducted.
In the event that any child under juvenile court supervision, including those under a home of parent order, is abducted or kidnapped by a parent, legal guardian, relative or non-related individual, it is the responsibility of the CSW to notify the court and the DCFS Child Abduction Liaison of the child’s abduction.  In addition, CSWs shall initiate the process of locating and returning the child.  If the child is not yet before the juvenile court it is the responsibility of the CSW to immediately notify the DCFS Child Abduction Liaison so the procedures can be followed and a petition filed requesting protective custody warrants.

DCFS has a Child Abduction Liaison available to assist the CSW.  The abduction of all DCFS children must be reported to the Child Abduction Liaison.

In order to improve the chances of locating an abducted child, DCFS, County Counsel and the District Attorney’s Office have entered into a working agreement regarding child abduction cases for children under court supervision.

The following are steps CSWs must take when a child has been abducted:

1. immediately notify:  
a) the Child Protection Hotline (CPH) of the child’s abduction, in order for the CPH to initiate a 
Serious Incident Report; 

b) your SCSW, ARA and RA of the child’s abduction.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co.la.ca.us


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
2. Immediately but no later than one business day from the date that an abduction has occurred, contact the DCFS Child Abduction Liaison at (323) 881-1352 or (323) 881-1303 for instructions on how to file relevant reports and to request that law enforcement enter the child’s name into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC.  Provide the Child Abduction Liaison with all details regarding the abduction, all requested court reports, documents and photographs of the child.

3. File a Penal Code 278, “Child Abduction Report” and a Missing Person Report immediately but no later than one business day from the time the CSW determined that an abduction has occurred with the law enforcement agency and/or division with jurisdiction in the area where the abduction took place.  

4. Notify the child’s attorney; see Procedural Guide 0300-506.08, Communications With a Child’s Attorney.

5. Immediately but no later than one business day from the date the CSW determines that an abduction has occurred, complete a DCFS 729, CSW's Report Re: Protective Custody Warrant, as directed by Procedural Guide 0300-503.55, Protective Custody Warrants: Requesting, Recalling or Renewing.

6. Contact either the County Counsels listed below or the County Counsel assigned to the case to assist you in requesting that a 3130 order and/or Hague Petition be filed on behalf of the abducted child(ren).

Alyssa Skolnick
(323) 526-6213

See Procedural Guide 1200-501.20, Child Abduction and the Recovery of an Abducted Child, for further details.
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