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	REGIONAL CENTER RATE FOR DUAL AGENCY CHILDREN

In order to provide services to the children we serve and per All County Letter (ACL) No. 08-17, Dual Agency Care Rates For Children With Developmental Disabilities Who Receive Aid To Families With Dependent Children - Foster Care Or Adoption Assistance Program Benefits, staff shall request the appropriate rate for children receiving Regional Center (RC) services and Aid To Families With Dependent Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC) or Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) Benefits (referred to here as Dual Agency Children).

Effective July 1, 2007, the following are the rates for dual agency children:

· $2,006.00/month for the care and supervision of children served by dual agencies three years of age and older.

· $898.00/month for children under the age of three years who receive services under California’s Early Start Intervention Services Act, but are not yet determined to have a developmental disability and who receive AFDC-FC or AAP benefits.

· If a regional center subsequently determines that a child under three years of age is an individual with a developmental disability, the rate to be paid from the date of that determination is $2,006/month.

· An additional supplemental rate of up to $1,000.00/month for those children three years and older served by dual agencies determined to have extraordinary care and supervision.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
NOTE:
The Department of Developmental Services and the California Department of Social Services, in consultation with community stakeholders, are still in the process of developing implementation instructions regarding the objective criteria that counties will use to determine eligibility for the supplemental rate.  Until such instructions are available, staff shall in the meantime, advise the caregiver or adoptive parent when requesting for this supplemental rate, that DCFS can not presently process this request due to pending instructions from the State but will process the request when the instructions are made available.  Staff shall then document the contact in the Contact Notebook specifically noting that a request for the supplemental rate was made and the date it was made.
See Procedural Guide 0900-511.12, Regional Center Rates for Dual Agency Children for more information and specific instructions and Procedural Guide 0200-511.05, Initiating Adoption Assistance Program and Medi-Cal Benefits for more detailed information on initiating AAP.

To request the Regional Center rate for children currently receiving or have been made eligible for RC Services, the case-carrying CSW shall complete a DCFS 280 requesting the appropriate RC rate and forward to the SCSW for approval.  A verification of the child’s receipt and effective date of child’s receipt of Regional Center services such as an approval letter and/or verification letter from the Regional Center, copy of the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or Individual Program Plan (IPP) must be attached to the DCFS 280.

Staff shall also submit a DCFS 280 when there is a change affecting the Regional Center rate such as when a child, who is receiving Early Start Intervention Services and is turning three years old has been found to have a qualifying disability to continue receiving Regional Center services or a child has been found ineligible for RC services. 

Staff shall seek the assistance of their office’s Regional Center Liaison in obtaining the needed verification/documentation from the Regional Center and/ or resolving concerns and issues regarding the rate assessment.  If there is a dispute with the Regional Center that cannot be resolved, consult with the Regional ARA/RA.  If the matter cannot be resolved at this level, consult with the Office of the Medical Director for assistance.
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