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	UPDATE ON DCFS GROUP HOME/FOSTER FAMILY AGENCIES

CONTRACT EXPIRATION TRANSITION PLAN
The release of this FYI is an update to FYI 08-33, Update On DCFS Group Home/FFA Placement Hold Status.  The following Foster Family Agencies and Group Home Contracts will expire October 31, 2008.  ALL CHILDREN CURRENTLY PLACED THROUGH THESE AGENCIES MUST BE MOVED BY OCTOBER 24, 2008, AND NO NEW CHILDREN SHALL BE PLACED THROUGH THESE AGENCIES.  
Foster Family Agencies 

Drew Child Development



Psych Med, Inc (A.K.A.  Hudson/Lyndsey)
Family Solutions




The Multicultural Service Center

Free to Be Programs





Group Homes

Acts for Children




New World Independent Living Program

Allen’s Teen Care, Inc.



St. Paul’s Group Home

Children’s Therapeutic Community

Starshine Treatment Center, Inc.

Ferree’s Group Home



Street Academy

Greater Hope Society



Summerplace, Inc.

Greene Home for Boys



Renaissance Unlimited Homes

Hart Community Homes, Inc.


Rolling Hills Group Home

Hope House





The Sherman Group

Karis House/Kairos Unlimited


United American Indian Involvement, Inc.

Kids First Foundation/Mid Valley

Manna Manor

Michelle Travis, Inc.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
Background

On August 31, 2007, DCFS released the Foster Family Agency/Group Home (FFA/GH) Request for Statement of Qualifications (RFSQ) for new FFA and GH contracts beginning November 1, 2008.  DCFS received SOQs from 143 agencies by the February 29, 2008 deadline. Several current contractors did not submit responses by that deadline.  After conducting an analysis of the capacity projected to be available under new contracts beginning November 1, 2008 utilizing the agencies that did meet the deadline, the Department determined that there would be an unmet need in Los Angeles County and announced a supplemental submission period from July 21 to August 1, 2008 for targeted FFA and GH capacity.  The above-listed agencies did not submit SOQs that met the minimum requirements of the RFSQ and will no longer be contracted with the Department effective November 1, 2008.
As a result of this circumstance, it is imperative that you move forward with the transition plans identified for each of the children placed with these agencies.  Regional Management will be provided with the list of children currently residing at these facilities, and, as stated, there are to be no further placements at these locations.

For Children Placed at Foster Family Agencies

Children placed at the above listed FFAs shall not remain in these non-DCFS contracted facilities as of November 1, 2008, and other provisions must be made for their ongoing placement needs. However, this does not necessarily mean they should be removed from their caregivers if safe, authorized alternative plans can be put into place by November 1st.  Team Decision Making (TDM) meetings shall be held by October 1, 2008 to determine all viable options for each child.  Regional office staff must work with the TDM facilitators in each regional office to immediately schedule these TDMs.  Options may include:  

· Safely returning the child to his or her parent or making a placement with an appropriate Relative Caregiver or Non-Relative Extended Family Member (NREFM);

· Providing the certified caregiver with the attached list of FFAs that will be contracted with the Department as of November 1, 2008.   While the Department does not recommend one FFA over another, certified caregivers choosing to affiliate with any of these agencies shall be encouraged to immediately contact that FFA and Community Care Licensing to expedite recertification processing.    

· Placing the child in the home of the certified caregiver as a Non-Relative Extended Family Member (NREFM), upon consultation and agreement with the ASFA unit.  ASFA liaisons will consider these situations on a case by case basis and should be included in TDM meetings.  For those cases they deem appropriate, ASFA will expedite the home assessment and approval process. 

· Following the Special Placement procedures specified in Procedural Guide 0100-510.35, Special Placements, dated 6/23/08.  In anticipation of the review and approval process, CSWs shall complete and submit required documents as soon as possible with an effective date of November 1, 2008, to ensure placement disruption will not occur.

For Children Placed in Group Homes

Children placed in the above listed Group Homes shall not remain in these non-DCFS contracted facilities as of November 1, 2008.  Per FYI 08-15, TDM meetings should now have been held for all children in these Group Homes. Social Workers shall immediately implement the transition plan agreed upon at the TDM.  If the transition plan developed as a result of the TDM is no longer appropriate, another TDM shall be held before October 1, 2008.  If TDMs for these children have not occurred per FYI 08-15, these meetings shall be immediately scheduled, and all procedures noted in FYI 08-15 strictly followed.  For those children with severe behavioral/emotional needs, and for whom locating an appropriate placement will be extremely difficult, CSWs should consult with their RUM liaison for intervention, and where appropriate, consider following Procedural Guide 0100-510.35, Special Placements, dated 6/23/08.  For Regional Center eligible children at Hope House, specialized placement agreements should be considered.  In addition, Wraparound Services should be considered for all youth transitioning out of Group Home care (RCL level 10 and above). 

We appreciate your efforts to create as little disruption as possible for the children placed in these homes.  If you should need further instruction, please go through the chain of command in your office.
CURRENT FFA CONTRACTORS WHO WILL BE RECOMMENDED FOR FFA CONTRACTS EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2008

1
Alliance Human Services, Inc.


53
Trinity Youth Services

2
Alpha Treatment Centers


54
United Care, Inc.

3
America Care Foster Family Agency

55
Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services

4
Aspiranet (formerly Moss Beach Homes, Inc.)
56
Walden Environment

5
A-W Friendship Homes Inc.


57
West Covina Foster Family Agency

6
Beta Foster Care



58
Westside Children’s Center, Inc.

7
Bienvenidos Children's Center, Inc.

59
Wings of Refuge

8
California Institute of Health and Social Services




9
Canyon Acres



60
Xavier Psychological Testing and Treatment Center

10
Childhelp, Inc. 

11
ChildNet Youth and Family Services, Inc.

12
Children's Bureau of Southern California

13
Children's Institute, Inc.

14
Concept 7 Inc.

15
Counseling and Research Associates  dba Masada Homes                                         

16
David and Margaret Home, Inc.

17
Developmental Dynamics Family Services, Inc.

18
Eggleston Youth Centers

19
Eastfield Ming Quong Children and Family Services          

20
Ettie Lee Homes, Inc.

21
Excel Family Intervention Program

22
Families for Children, Inc.

23
Families First, Inc. 

24
Families Uniting Families

25
Five Acres-The Boys' and Girls' Aid Society of Los Angeles County

26
Florence Crittenton Center Services of Orange County, Inc.

27
Fred Jefferson Memorial Home for Boys

28
Futuro Infantil Hispano, F.F.A.

29
Guardians of Love

30
Hamburger Home                                                                         

31
Hanna's House

32
Hathaway-Sycamores Children and Family Services

33
Holy Family Services Adoption and Foster Care

34
Inner Circle Foster Family Agency, Inc.

35
Institute For Black Parenting

36
Kinship Center 

37
Koinonia Foster Homes, Inc.

38
Latino Family Institute, Inc.

39
McKinley Children's Center, Inc.

40
Ninos Latinos Unidos

41
Nuevo Amanecer Latino Children's Services

42
Olive Crest Treatment Centers

43
Optimist Boys' Home and Ranch

44
Penny Lane Centers 

45
Rosemary Children's Services

46
Secure Transitions

47
Serenity Infant Care Homes, Inc.

48
South Bay Bright Future

49
Southern California Foster Family Agency

50
Teens Happy Homes, Inc.

51
The Dangerfield Institute of Urban Problems

52
The Village Family Services
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