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	COMPLETING THE DCFS 5649, INDIAN ANCESTRY QUESTIONNAIRE

This is to remind staff that it is DCFS policy that an Inquiry for American Indian Heritage should be done for every family served by DCFS during initial contact with all families, especially when placement is imminent.  In order to provide active efforts to prevent the need for removal of an Indian child from an Indian home, the CSW that has initial contact with the family, typically ER or ERCP CSW, should inquire about American Indian Heritage.  CSWs have an affirmative and ongoing duty to inquire if a child is an Indian child.  If new information is obtained regarding the child’s American Indian Heritage, the tribe, BIA, and Secretary of Interior must be re-noticed with the new information. This must be done even if the court already found that ICWA does not apply

The circumstances that may provide reason to know the child is an Indian child include, but are not limited to the following:

· A person having an interest in the child, including the child, an officer of the court, a tribe and Indian organization, a public or private agency, or a member of the child’s extended family provides information suggesting the child is a member of a tribe or eligible for membership in a tribe or one or more of the child’s biological parents, grandparents, or great-grandparents are or were a member of a tribe.

· The residence or domicile of the child, the child’s parents, or Indian custodian is in a predominantly Indian community.

· The child or the child’s family has received services or benefits from a tribe or services that are available to Indians from tribes or the federal government, such as the Indian Health Service.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
CSW are to take the following steps:

· Ask the parent/legal guardian/Indian custodian and/or child if they are American Indian.

· Request that the parent/legal guardian/Indian custodian complete the DCFS 5649, Indian Ancestry Questionnaire,.

For more detailed policies and procedures see Procedural Guides

0070-548.10, Disposition of the Allegations And Closure of the Emergency Response Referral (see page 4)

0070-548.20, Taking Children Into Temporary Custody (page 5)
0300-303.15, Writing the Detention Report (pages 7-8)
0300-503.10, Writing the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report (pages 5-6)

0300-503.15, Writing the Status Review Hearing Report (pages 4-5)
0300-503.16, Writing the 366.3 Status Review Hearing Report (4-5)
0300-503.20, Writing the WIC 366.26 Hearing Report (pages 6-7)
1200-500,05, The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) (pages 6 and 7)
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