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	DENTAL RESOURCES FOR DCFS-SERVED CHILDREN

During 2008, DCFS, under the leadership of the Medical Director, has implemented a renewed commitment to ensure dental care access for all children under our care and supervision.  Key efforts that have been implemented during this year are a Child Welfare Dental Summit, that included representatives from the public and private sectors joining together to address the current oral health care needs of children and the identification of strategies for action.  In addition, a partnership with the Dependency Court has been established that has included training on oral health to Hearing Officers and court staff, and the formation of a Dental Health Services Committee.

This FYI is to notify staff that there are dental resources listed on LA Kids under the Bureau of the Medical Director’s Home Page, within the DCFS Health, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services Section’s page (See, Web Links, Dental Resources; Under Programs, see Orthodontia Program). Resources that can be accessed are CHDP Dental Providers, including specialty providers, Denti-Cal Providers and Denti-Cal’s Beneficiary Services.  In addition, community/pro bono resources are listed.  Our goal is to continue to identify other resources and make the information available to our staff via the Section’s page.  Further, we will be implementing the ability for outside stakeholders, such as caregivers, with Internet capability, to have access to these resources via DCFS’ Internet Web Site.

As a reminder to staff, children who are seen at the six Countywide Medical Hubs receive a dental screening as a component of the Initial Medical Exam.  In addition, the Hub physicians are available to make referrals to community providers when the need for follow up care is identified.  Currently, efforts are underway to expand the screenings completed at the Medical Hubs to include dental assessments.  As progress is made, we will keep staff informed.

Staff are encouraged to use the Section’s Web Page to assist our caregivers in accessing dental care resources for children. In addition, we welcome comments from DCFS staff, including the usefulness of the current resources listed and other dental care resources that come to the attention of our staff.  Donna Fernandez at 3515729 or by e-mail at FERNADC@dcfs.lacounty.gov



	[image: image2.png]



	[image: image1.png]



	
If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
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