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	TRENDS AND PRACTICES IN KINSHIP CARE
In recent years, the field of Child Welfare has recognized Kinship Care as the “Best Practice” solution for many children in out-of- homecare.  In Los Angeles County, for example, slightly more than 50 percent of out-of-home placements are with relatives.  Some of the contributing factors to this placement trend include:

· Parental Inability to Provide the “Minimum Standard of Care”

· Abusive and / or Neglectful Home Environments. 

· Parental Incapacity/absence
An estimated 57 percent of these relative placements are with older adults living on fixed incomes.  Ever mindful of this demographic, the current local and national economy dictates that we monitor the individual needs of these caregivers in addition to the needs of the group. 

Services and supports available within communities to assist our relative caregivers and their families must become less fragmented and better coordinated in order to improve the kinship caregiver’s awareness of the services available to them within their community.
It is important that we recognize the values and talents that relative caregivers possess and explore opportunities to utilize these talents to mentor and support others.  Moreover, we must strive to establish community-based collaborations in order to expand the necessary fiscal and material resources available to each community.  Furthermore, it is important that we become more aggressive in our efforts to engage our communities in participating in a service and support model that promotes and empowers individuals, families, and communities in becoming self-sustaining in their ability to support themselves as well as others.
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |


Clerical Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20Clerical/Default.htm
Child Welfare Services Handbook: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/Hndbook%20CWS/default.htm

FYI’s: http://lacdcfs.org/Policy/FYI/TOCFYI.htm
Current social work practices suggest that we ensure that all caregivers are supported in the following areas: legal, financial, health, education, child’s behavior, family relationships, support services, fair and equal treatment, satisfaction with the handling of the case and any recommendations to improve the handling of the case, as diligence in these areas is certain to minimize unnecessary disruptions in care.

As the Kinship Division began to expand its efforts to support our Kinship Caregivers in other less formal areas, we initiated a review of several factors that are known to contribute to re-entry as well as an increase in the filing of petitions to reinstate Juvenile Court Jurisdiction (WIC 388).  This review suggested that there are two principle reasons that relative caregivers seek to reinstate jurisdiction; 1) the death of the primary legal guardian caregiver; and, 2) the behavior of the child.  Both of these reasons can potentially be averted with the establishment of a co-guardian.  See Procedural Guide 0100-520.35, Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment (KIN-GAP) Program.
A co-guardian is an individual who has an established relationship with the caregiver and child, such that they can assist with or step into a caring role should the primary caregiver no longer be capable of overseeing the needs of the child. This minimizes disruption for the child and does not result in a financial disruption to the family, because of the transitioning relationship of the co-guardian.

 Establishing a co-guardian is a strongly encouraged strategy to reduce unnecessary WIC 388 filings in order to minimize fiscal impacts to the family; Ensures stability for the child should issues arise which make it impossible for the primary caregiver to continue providing for the child.

Although vast arrays of resources are available within the community to assist the child in a time of need, they are also available to assist our relative and legal guardian caregivers (age 55 or older) in times of frustration.  Our partnership with the County of Los Angeles Area Office on Aging has resulted in securing a variety of services to assist the caregiver so that he or she may remain committed to caring for the child. These services, as well as those needed for individuals and families, are readily available through the following:

Kinship Support Center, 562-777-1751, or by contacting our 24-hour

Kinship Warm-line at 1-888-MYGRAND.

The locations of our Kinship Support Drop-in Centers are as follows:

9834 Norwalk Blvd.



5035 West Slauson Blvd., Suite G

Santa Fe Springs, CA   90670

Los Angeles, CA 90056

562-777-1751




323-298-3515

Information about support groups and educational opportunities within those groups is available through the Kinship Support Drop-in Centers, or through the Kinship Liaison assigned to each DCFS Service office.

Our relative caregivers provide vital assets to the children in their care; they should be viewed as a member of the team within the child welfare continuum.  They provide important input into the planning, monitoring, and evaluation of the children in their homes.  As a result, our collaborative partnership with relative caregivers can lead to better outcomes for the children in relative placement.
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